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Honeſt Man's Companion. 


DOES -.- - 


FaMirLy's SAFEGUARD. 


Illuſtrated! with COPpPER PraTtts, 


and done at the Requeſt of ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen and others, occaſion'd by an At- 
rorney's defying any Perſon to paint him 
or his Brotherhood in their proper Co- 
lours, or to propoſe any Method to regu- 
late them, or their Practice. 


"AS ALSO. 
Remarks upon Roman- Catholick Lawyers 


Practiſing as Chamber-Counſel and Conveyan- 


cers, and the Danger and Conſequences attend- 
ing it; with the Author's own Cas E. 


\ © LIKEWISE 


* | 
Some Hints relating to the Clergy, Pleading 
Lawyers, Work - Houſes, our Plantations, Priſons, 


Priſoners, Pawnbrokers, Bailiffs, and Felons ; to- 


gether. with the Dying Speech of WRKEATHOCKE 
the Attorney. | | 


—— — — 


in the Houſe by him, it being a ſurer Protection to his 
Perſon, Houſes, Money, Goods, and Lands, than if he 
kept a Guard of Muſqueteers, or a Dozen of Maſtiffs, 


that every honeſt Man may have one to remind him and 


his Family what they ought to do in Caſe they are attack'd, 
and may be left as a very good Legacy to his Children. 


i. 


* __ n 


NEWCASTLE upon TYNE: 


Printed for the Aurnoxk, and ſold by Martin Bryſon, 


Bookſeller in Newsſtle, 1736. 


Recommended to every Houle-Keeper to have one always 


«” 


To the Right Honourable 


Sir Robert N. alpol Co 


HONOURED SIR, 


ALMOST cannot beg 
Pardon for my Pre- 
ſumption, when I re- 


flect how JongTIthou ght 
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— who ſhould be the fit- 


teſt Perſon could dedicate this, or 


apply to for removing any National 


Complaint; and I could Pitch upon 
A 2 *. none 
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DEDICATION. 


none ſo fir as your ſelf, whoſe Rea- 


dineſs to redreſs any real Grievance, 


and Steadineſs in diſregarding ima- 
ginary and pretended ones, is con- 
ſpicuous to all the World: And I 
ſhall think this firſt Eſſay of my Pen 
of Service to the Publie k, if it ſhould 
meet with your Countenance, ſo as 
any Sketches propos'd in it ſhould be 


2 Ground - work for, or give Birth to 


any Scheme that would relieve us from 
all or any of the Evils complained of; 
and at the ſame time muſt imagine it 
of the utmoſt Service to the Nation, 


if J could (inſtead of painting the 
vile Practices of our Law- Men) ſuf⸗ 
ficiently ſet forth and impreſs upon 
the Minds of every Houſe-Keeper in 


the Kingdom, and his Family, the 
Happineſs we enjoy under his Maje- 
ſiy's Government and Adminiſtration: 

And 


DEDICATION. 
And alſo repreſent his unwearied En- 
deavours for, and indefatigable Ap- 
plication in, ſecuring and fixing to 
his People thoſe invaluable Bleſſings 
of our Liberties and Properties, in 
contriving us the Advantages of Peace, 
when the reſt of the World was al- 
moſt over-run with War, and its dire 
Attendants, and the Caution required, 
leſt we ſhould have unadviſedly 
been hurry'd into the Broils of 


Europe, and ſo have given any 


other Nation the Advantage in Point 
of Trade, by their obſerving a 
Neutrality; as allo the wiſe and 
prudent Adminiſtration' of his ever- 
glorious Conſort, our moſt gracious 
Queen, during his Abſence, and the 
ſteady Adherence and Conduct of our 
Miniſters ; beſides the Conſideration 
of what Blood and Treaſure it coſt 
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' DEDICATION. 


our  Fore-fathers to tranſ mit ſafe n 


to us, the happy Enjoyment of thoſe 
Bleſſings: I ſay, ſuch Conſiderations 
ſhould be an indiſſoluble Tie and Ob- 


ligation upon us, to endeavour to 


tranſmit them as ſafe down to Poſte- 


rity : And if ever they ſhould be at- 

tempted to be infting'd by any At- 
tack upon our preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, or we ſhould, through the 
Obſtinacy and Contrivances of Ene- 
mies to Peace, be oblig'd to enter in- 


to a War; then to let the World ſee 
we have not loſt our old Exgliſh Cou- 


rage, and make them ſenſibly know, 


that there is the ſame Spirit of Liberry 


and Affection to his Majeſty and the 
Royal Family yet left, which ſo many 
Thouſands of our Anceſtors ſhew'd, 


and ſeal'd with their Blood and For- 
tunes. I might zuſtly ſwell the De— 
| dication, 


DEDICATION. 
dication, with true Encomiums, into 
a large Volume; but ſhall conclude 


(as every true Engliſhman ought to 


do) with fincere Prayers, that Provi- 
_ dence will continue to us, and all fu- 
ture Ages, the Enjoyment of thoſe 
Bleſſings under his Majeſty and his 
Royal Iſſue, and that we may ſeri- 
ouſly confider what a ſad Scene would 


attend the Nation upon a Deprivation 
of them. 


I am to his Majeſty a Loyal Sub- 
ject, to my Country and its Proſpe- 


rity a hearty Well-wiſher ; and, as 
ſuch, Iam in Courle, 


HONOURED SIR, 


To you a moſt Humble Servant, 


Reap HopsHON. 


s have lately made a very 

odd Figure in Print, by 
I having a Commiſſion of Bank- 
2 Ty rYptcy awarded againſt me, 
through a Storm brought 
upon my Affairs, occaſioned by being de- 
ceived by an old Lawyer, and by an infa- 
mous Seizure of my Effects by an Attorney 
I had truſted with Bond and Warrant, 
and by Impriſonment, happening through 
the Obſtinacy of a great Min, lately de- 
ceaſed, in hearkening to no Terms of Ac- 
commodation; tho', I flatter my ſelf, a lit- 
tle Time will give me the Satisfaction of 
paying all my juſt Debts with Twenty Shil- 
lings in the Pound. So that what I have 
writ relating to the Lawyers and Attorneys, 
may be look'd upon as done out of Spite 


3 and 


Track fays in the Play) with a Parcel 


PREFACE.” 
and Prejudice. To which I can only an- 
ſwer, as a Lancaſhire Parſon did once from 
the Pulpit, when he was upbraided by 


ſome of his Pariſhioners for leading a de- 
bauch'd Life, vis. That be did it entirely 


For their Good and Inſtruclian. For, ſays 


he, my Brethren, who can be better quali- 


that doth, and the fatal Conſequences that 
will, attend a vicious Courſe of Life better 
than I that have experienc'd it. So I only 
anſwer the Challenge given me, by pub - 


lining the Obſervations I have made of 
their Practice upon others, and thoſe I have 


experienc'd my ſelf, merely for the Good 


and future Conduct of my Countrymen. 
And as the Iriſbman ſaid, I would have 


ſent every Houſekeeper a Book, and been 
the Meſſenger my SHELF, if I had not 
carch'd a TARTAR, whom if I would bring 
along with me, HEL NO cok, and if I 
would come away my ſelf, HE'L. NO LET 
ME; I mean, the Goaler. Beſides, my 
Health 1s impaird. with being confin'd (as 


of 


of IRON GLass WIN DowSs. But, to be ſe- 
rious, if every Houſe-keeper would but re- 
freſn his own Memory, and thoſe of his 
Family, by ſometimes, in a Winter-Evening, 
reading this over to them, I don't queſtion 
but they would as often contemplate the 
Happineſs we enjoy under the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment in Church and State; and would 
remind 'em to pay juſt Reverence to their 
Clergy, to live in Peace with their Neigh- 
bours, avoid, as much as poſſible, all con- 
tentious Law-Affairs; and if any Diffe- 
rences ſhould ariſe amongſt em, always 
make them up in a friendly and peace- 
able Way, and never to be forward in the 
Proſecution of thoſe that owe them, where 
the Debtor is willing to do all in his 
Power, and to come into any reaſonable 
Method of Payment, which every Debtor 
of honeſt Principles will never refuſe: 
And where they find a Lawyer or Attor- 
ney appear in the Colours, I wiſh they 
are not too juſtly painted in, and ſpiriting 
up Differences amongſt People, always to 
avoid them, as they would do a Perſon 

. that 
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PR E F A C. Ei 
that brings Plague, Peſtilence, and Famine 
along with him. But where they are the 
Reverſe, and do Juſtice, and do Good and 
go0d-nitur'd Actions in their Profeſſion, to 
give 'em due Reſpect, and regard them ac- 
G7 as _ deſerve it. 


| THE 


„ THE 
Honeſt Man's Companion : 
. „r | 


'FAMILY'S SAFEGUARD. 


* „ 
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 Erſcrid to an ATTORNEY, 


9 BEG Pardon for not anſwer- 
ing your Challenge e'er now; 

but — had ſuch a Hurry of 
Affairs upon my Hands ſince I 

ſaw you, that 1 could not have 

Time before to paint an At- 
torney in his proper Colours. 

I believe it will be the moſt 
difficult Task I ever undertook, becauſe it is a 
Profeſſion/ our Saviour hath pronounced W oe to 
in the Scripturez and fince that Time the Pro- 
feſſors have vaſtly improved themſelves in what's 
vile and deſtructive to Mankind, and in the va; 
rious 
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rious Ways of devonring their F ellow-Creatures, 


by running up Cofts often to fiye Times the 


Debt, Playing into one.” another's Hands, and 
marching the Caſh about in a Circle, when they 
want Buſineſs. I wiſh ſome of you are not too 
juſtly chargeable with Contrivances how to ſet 


one Neighbour againſt another, and ſo blow the 
Coals till you ſet them by the Ears, then two 


Brothers of the Quill eſpouſe each Cauſe, and ſel- 
dom leave em till they have involv'd *em both 


in Ruin: And it is a common Practice (tho' a 


very deſtructive one) amongſt you, where you 


can prevail upon Perſons by fair Words, or other- 
wiſe, to ſign a Bond and Judgment, and by aſſur- 


ing them that no ill Uſe ſhall be made of it, and 


that you only do it for your own Safety, and 
that you neither can or will aſſiſt em if they re- 
fuſe: But as ſoon as you have got em in your 
Mercy, then der immediately enter up the Judg- 
ment, and diſtreſs 'em afterwards with it as you 
ſee moſt convenient and cohducive to your own 
Intereſt, in mary and making a Prey of em 

ometimes upon it firſt again 
their Goods; then if they don't anſwer, and per- 
haps fold at a vaſt Under-Value, you then renew 
and proceed afreſh for the Remainder of the Debr, 
either againſt Body or Lands, ſo as to ſwell the 
Cofts and Charges to your intended Sum : So I 


wiſh this may ſerve as a Caution to the World 


never to truſt fuch a Sword in a Mad- man's 
Hand. — my 


I have often obſerved how cringing and com- 
plaiſant you are to Perſons that have Money to 
ut out, how obliging and exact to obſerve their 
empers, whilſt an honeſt poor Fellow that wants 


to borrow muſt dance Attendance, and wait and 
hang 


_ 2 

at the Arſe of you great Men, till you 
— ke to diſpatch his Buſes. And tho = 
ſhould ſqueeze him never ſo hard, he ſeldom dares 
complain for fear of a Diſappointment in his Af- 
iy, is obliged to — as the Indians worſhip . 
the Devil, for fear he ſhould hurt them. And you 
often cannot proceed without Counſel's Opinion, 
or having Orders from your Solicitor above, when 
tis too much to be ſuſpected ſeveral of you go 
Shares. And when you have contrived to ſqueeze 
a Man out of what he hath, you very often in- 
ſult his Misfortunes. 


I have known many of you that could give 
ood Security to. borrow Money at Three and a 
alf per Cent. and lend it out at Five, and by 
lending it in another's Name (tho' your own Mo- 
og ogg Ten per Cent. more by a Year's toſſing 
it about. | 


I have often known too you have told a Client 
ſuch a Gentleman wanted his Money in, but that 
you would uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to ſup- 
ply him another Way, and ſo receive Five, 
or ſometimes Ten Guineas of your poor fright- 
ed Client for your pretended Lye, the Gentleman 
lending the Money diſowning, and not knowing 
ſuch Orders. = if you find you cannot ſucceed 
that Way, then you buzz ſome prejudicial Story 
of your Client in his Ear, and make him actually 
do it; which anſwers the ſame End. 

I obſerve another Proceeding: You always take 
care to drink Tea with, and ſpeak ſo mild and 
fair to the Ladies, that they are charm'd with 
the Innocency you | profeſs, tho' not only the 
Weakneſs but the Venom of the Serpent is con- 
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cealed. under it, ſo they perſuage "their Friends, 


Husbands, and Relations, to truſt you till Ruin 
attends them; and then you take Ene never to 


Beſides, another Way you have of raiſing your 
Eſtates, and building your Houſes upon the Foun- 
dation: of a Rock. As you commonly have the 
beſt in every Town, and indeed you may build 
the cheapeſt (tho' L except the Foundation) of any 
Men in Exglan; one of your Clients leads you 
Wood, another Stones, another makes you a Pre- 


ſent of Lead, and ſome Relation ſeeing you are 


like to make a Figure in the World, makes you 
a Preſent of Caſh;-'and ſo being 2 (Which 
is a Sort of a Paradox) by People that often with 
you at the Devil, you ſwell till you come to vie, 
nay oſten ſet your ſelves before the Gentlemen of 
your Country and the Bench; whoſe Indulgence 
to your Pratling at the Quarter - Seſſions is re- 
mark'd, that they do not ſnub your Aſſeverations 
of what you ſay is Law, and make you know 
what belongs to good Manners, due Diftance, 
Juſtice, and Equity, the original Deſign of that 
honourable Bench. | 


Another W ay of getting comes in my Thought : 
I imagine you an Attorney in full-Buſineſs, ſome 
Miles diftant from the Place or Town of Judi- 
cature; there perhaps you go once a Fortnight 
if you have fifty Clients that have Buſineſs there; 
and you tranſact it, you charge every Man a Gui- 
nea for your Journey, beſides other Articles, and 
taking Counſel's Opinion. So no Wonder if you 
raiſe Eſtates, and ſet up to lord it over your Neigh- 
bours, which will continue till People's Eyes are 
open'd. I could make a great many Obſervations 


and 


6 
and known Inſtances of your Purchaſes and making 
Wills; but it would require à large Volume tg 
exppſe all. 1 3 


Yet 1 will allow there may be Men of Honour 
and Conſcience of your Profeſſion; ſuch are va- 
knble, and will never fail to be careſs'd by thoſe 
that wiſh well to rhemfelves or Neighbours. Per- 
haps you may wonder how T dare write thus, 
when my Affairs are yet, in ſome meaſure, in the 
Attorney's Hands. I can tell you, Sir, that I 
hope, from the Reaſons T have to expect that 1 
hal 1 have both Service and ſtrict Juſtice done me 
by thoſe I'm engaged with, that I don't fear bur 
to have occaſion, out of Gratitude, to acknow= 
ledge em to the World, to be in the Number 
and C Claſs laſt mentioned. | 
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J obſerve too, you do not fo much value Actions 
at Common Law, but always endeavour at a good 
Chancery Suit; and in Cafe of a Commiſſion, bid 
your Clients bring in all the Witneſſes they poſ- 
ſibly can to ſtrengthen their Cauſe. But the real 
Deſign is to lengthen the Commiſſion, and fo ad- 
75 from Place to Place, where you find the beſt 
3 Wine, and Commiſſion - Oats for your 

orſes. Hh 


* ü 

Now, if a Man is aggrieved, and complains to 
any of your Profeſſion, the common Anſwer is, It's 
yery true, you have been hardly dealt with, he's 
a ſt Fellow, you ſee fome make no Conſci- 
enc of their Ways; I would willingly do you all 
the Service in my Power, but he's a Brother of 
the Quill, and I do not care to be concern'd againſt 
him; ſo puts it off from one to another, like as 
if a Perſon had been * at Sea by 2 


% 


(5) 
and was to apply to another Cruiſer for Satisfac+ 


% qc 


Yet in Court you ſeem to battle one another, 
as if you were the moſt inveterate Enemies; and 14 
after tis over, adjourn to the Tavern, and there, 25 
very cordially, over , Bottle of Wine, "augh e 
your poor Clients, who. are attending to know As 
what is the next Step you intend to take; as in- 2 
decd 'tis their Mis fortune not to be Judges. of what 1 
Iſſue the Affair Will have; for you ſeldom let them +... ©. 
know further than the Step you are then taking, beo 
and if that miſcatries, then you are ſorry it ſnoul gur 
be ſo. But you have another Way, which, if 

urſu'd, will certainly carry his Point; ſo more 1 
_ Cath. is advyane'd, till you have drill'd him. on It 
through all the redious Ouicks of the Law; and * 
then, if at laſt he is Conqueror, the Coſts ve th 
often exceed the Value of the Conqueſt gain d. W. 
But if he ſhould loſe it, truly you then adviſe him | 
to ſubmit, and ſay, You always had an Apprehen- 4+ 
ſion it would be fo, tho” you had done your ut- BF 1 
moſt Endeavours in the Cauſe; ſo at ſome Leiſure- 
time you'll draw: out your Bills, which you hope 
he'll rake Care to pay, and you'll be fatisty'd;. and 
you'll ſpeak to the other Attorney, and get the 
Coſts tax'd as low as poſſible: Sb that was no 
bad Similee of the Man who compar'd you to a 
Pair of,. Shecrs,. which ſeem to cut one another, 
but only cuts that which comes between them. 


| 


| I remember a Story of an Attorney who was 2 
concern d for a Gentleman who had three Eſtates, > 
Which they call'd Long - Coat, Matb- Coat, and ih 


North - Coat, and he ſtripp'd him in a yy odd 

manner of them all. After the Attorney's Death, 

his Son meets che Gentleman one Day; Sir, ſays 

= he, 
, 1 
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he, L think my Father did not deal fairly by yo 
he "his Heath not to leave you One Coat; ſo Wo 
8 too much verify'd the Saying in the Scriprure, 
i a Man ſue thee at Law, and take away thy Cloak, 
Sve b bim thy Cont alſo. The moral Advice couch” - 
in it is v n viz. for fear the Lawyers and 
Attorneys ſhould come in and ſtrip you ſtark naked. | 


It is told of the ſame Praktkioner, that when, 
upon his Death-bed, his Children were crying a- 
bout him, he defir'd them not to weep and di- 
ſturb him in his laſt Moments; but they till we 
on (whether our of real Grief for the Loſs of io 
good a Father, I cannot affirm) till at laſt he 

Mk out, bund, what mater you cry, b, T - 

onr& THOUSAND Pouxps among oh, and | 
og concluded with à Grievous Sigh 945 THE 
Worry WILL WONDER. VERY ben How 1 
— > 4 Ra ey 

I wide Wb ho Yiftlih ” . one ee 
1 a Perſon had mude over his Eftate to an Atto 
in this County, ſufficient for the Payment of his 
Debts; and rhe Attorney in whom he confided, 
after he had got the Power into his 'Hands, in- 
ſtead of paying, „ courage thoſe People to ſag 
Aim for the very Debrs that wet intended to be 
— out of the is Eftare, and was is fog. d againſt 

im, canted his Goods at à great Under. value, and 
made his Spouſt, who a ying a dy ing 
out of Bed, and weighed 200 would ate 1600 
the Bed ſhe hy on, and het Husband was 8 to 
the Priſon of the County, | OS 


Another Perſon had a. Gia Eke to ſell, and 
had the Writings lying in an Attorney's Hands 


he cou'd have {eld the Eſtate for 100 l. but the 
CEA honeſt 
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— 
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ſome meaſure, be a Publick Good, a 


(3) 
honeſt Gentleman qu d not part with, his Wri- 
ing“ and from the Neceſſity of bis Affairs, forc d 
im to let him have it for 60 J. and after he had 
got it, wou d not pay the Money, but the Rerſon 
ame ro this Priſon, for all he had Money in. his 
Hand, which he 1 8 We e n 


him. 8 5 

There is a Body's of Men called ne 
thole ; 190 Nice often play upon, tho 7. of 
em haye been ſo. unfortunate, as in a. great mealure 
to, Have rules. ſome z and a great; many of you, 
Nees, wou'd adyle you to, giyc over theſe 

eflcQions, becauſe they are 2 honeſt Men, 


and you the Revyerſe, 1 theſe 


{fons, [37-5 15 

Ale. Why ſay their 7 auc, Black, and 1b 2 
is 0 1085 TART you. Tongue-Pads of; the, Law, of. 
Hurt, accordingly as, Yap ate, fee 'd which 
Maney of Counſel's Fees, is a crying Shame 
ow ſhould be no Bounds ſer to by our PATRIOrs) 
in t e UP n nde to 

bite; god in the Af Fg lac | wc 905 

Blick. Beſides, you, ſhould, fox yaur on 8 


always endeavour to ſupport thoſe 2 


LY others; for Tn arc: I rk. or 
skilled how to. rob the K h 4 24d 
e e eee 


a. you, in Point of Intereſt, to get . 2 


ed and to encourage em: For tho, it does more 
particularly concern you Atrorneys,, yet it may, in 
d. of Service 
not call 
ation, as our Spiritual- 


to ſome other Profeſſions, which I d. 
a Sort of Plague to our N 


Court Men, &c. whoſe Inſtitutions were good and 
Jaudable, if they had but kept up to che primitive 
leſign'd Rules of their Foundation laid down for 
"their future Practicc. Bus the beſt Fruit, when 
£07» 
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corrupted, is always the moſt gauſeous; and if 
thoſe Gentlemen can but commute, as they term 
it, in che next World. (which is: paying a Sum of 
Money; to prevent the Shame ef doi 

2 for my other Crime) = certainly 
RD much better Change than you Attorneys; 
tho” if then a ſuitable Puniſhment is allotted you, 


„r but you'll demur to the 1 


if rein N. che Eurcution- 00 


417 01 1017553 

1 beg 8 Pardon In this dal Digs 

1 it is a dort af flying; ſomthe proper Co 
you deſy d me td paint Jeu in; nay, we know: of 
over e in this Coumy, that 
lickly Gi He works, not give 4 . 

Man that eeuld not! make od es, {era Agb, 

or, A right,Cauſe wrong. If ſudh a Thing is true, 
t Jou think the honeſt Gentleman ouglit to 
0 I to the Hillory, and: to be'pro- 
per attended, and drumthd our: of the Town 
Sp in, wih the Nature of his Crime hung 
round; hid Necit, and and ingroſs d upon Patchment, 
in a large legible Hand. Perhaps God Almighty 
might accept: his Pumſhment as Satisfaction for 
3 the reſt of his Brerhern, like as the 
-Gontunfler the Law! was ſent; looſe into 


| the iderneſs yearly: as an Atoricinent for e 


of che People. »eb i” AgbpL 
7 13} 11918 41 9 J Piet 
Becauſsyoungetting Ectatesby . 
Practices, is within the Compass of cighty, ora un- 
dred Vears: Formerly yowns'd tot — up to Lon-· 
* 


don with your green Bags, nay; ſome of youa Foot, 
and ſcarce two or three — found in a Coun- 


try: God knows ſince, how the Number is in- 
creasd. I. can attribute it to nothing, except 
Bod Almighty, tor our Sins, has {cat a Judgment 


upon 


— * —_—_— 
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age, — chop "nads ſome itb dd this Part of 


the: Creditors would break 
—— Compoſition:i(which- molt>Wiationn wou'd 


(is 
upan us, dreams; to the Jes, viz. ET 
PEUET 8UPER EOS LABUEOS: Tr 
SHALE {RAIN SNARES: UPON HRM; Which a 
Nulli interpreted (and I wiſh not too jult- 


Id: that the true Egli was, Tnar Hs wouLy 
. Morrirvhg or ATTORNEYS! AMONGS' 


. amade „ ert n 010490 & Had; 11 1 


5758 11 t. 03 JET ri a7 LAY ge" i 20 1 


If 1. thought ir — * not be impertinent in 


me, and tedious to the Reader, I'd give 77 
Sketch of my of Aﬀa 


the World, nod have been — milrepfeſented | 
ande too much relate to che 21 PV was 
conſiderably in Debt, 2 of of lever thou- 
farid;P when I. mutriedaʒ and i bein — 
in Collierics, 0 PICO the lad 

much, in lieries' would 1 
clear da But — tap — 2 ſucoeſſively; 
as the Land- Sale Collieries ray uch upon 
tha;Scafon, the Debrirather Feten and at laſt 
"un yard” Far of mak⸗ 


have accepted) we veſted Effetts in Pruſtees to 
dy em Twenty Shillings in e e my 
47s Intereſt. In ſomd Vearg5%: 
Found paid, and had the — 9 * © Weg, 
only with this Requeſt, that — me 4 
Year or two more to Have paid the Intereſt in; 


which very much dto their Hlenpur de it ſaid 


they Eraclouly e  refalegdy:and none ſo much again 
it as Couple of {Attorneys that were of their 


Number. "But during! he Tine: of that Truſt, I 


happened to make n Bargain with my Brother in- 


law, for the Purchaſe of his Collieries, and apply'd 


toa Lawyer upon the River Tas, ono Mr. 2 
fon. * Purchaſe- money, and as much as ** 
CICAr 


- 


clear me of the Truſtees. He approv'd the Secu- 
rity, Writings were drawn, when truly my Gen- 
tleman declares off at laſt: But it was not till af- 
ter he had got into the Accounts, and there was 
a good Underſtanding betwixt my Brother and him. 


ie 2,01 gu! nenn 
Ka I take this Opportunity to warn a certain Gen- 
tleman againſt-an Argument once advanced, in de- 
ſending his running off from what he agreed to 
by Word, and under his Letter, viz. tho a Man 
does agree, yet if afterwards he ſees it inconſiſtent 
with his Ars, he does not ſee but he may run 
off. Indeed as there was no Penalty, he may; 
but I cannot; but think it ſmells prodigiouſiy of 
the Jeſuit, and muſt certainly have been advanc d 
by A certain Lawyer. „„ ah 


But to ſhew ſome- other good Offices the old 
Lawyer did me, when laſt at London, a Gentleman 
— me any Sum in caſe my Brother and 1 
wou'd join; upon which I came down immedi- 
ately, and as he had his Brothers and Siſters For- 
tunes to pay, and the Gentleman was willing to 
take Four per Cent. and take in the Principal at a 
10001. a Year into the Bank; ſo I propoſed to 
join, and each to take up an equal Sum, and clear 
off all Mankind; to join all our Collieries and 
Coal- Trade together; to chooſe common Agents, 
and take our Landed Eſtates, to live on in the mean 
time, and let the Profits of, the Collieries go to- 
wards yearly paying the Money taken up; which 
they would have certainly done; and when it was 
diſcharged, either to go Halves in the Trade, or 
elſe each to take our own Collieries again. He 
approved (as any Perſon almoſt would) of the 
Scheme, but would go and conſult his Oracle, the 
old Lawyer, who put him intirely off it. 

| Another 
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that was intended to be remitt 


to ſeize my Truſtees for the Maney; 'which they 


a 


— 
—{ 

le 
—— - _ 


1 
Another friendly Action was done me at London, 
which" made me ſuffer in che Biſnop of Durbam's 
Opinion? The Renewal of the Life in one of the 
that I would be in Town and pay c. The Money 


u to me for that 
es I could not 


y bis'A 


oſs, was ſtoßt 


3 his Lordihip; who ro be ſure thought 
me a ſtrange Fellow! | 
_ chaſe hv 


And laſt of all (as the Pur- 
ſome-Years, in Expectation of com- 
ting which,” the Rents were neglected) he 
es me a Letter to another Gentleman I Wat 
canceriyd with, that all would do well and be 
amicably. made up; and, unknown to me at that 
very Time, perſuades and did fend Baififfs away 


did, and told them, I was privy to itz and they 
were forced to pay away to him, in order to ſave 
themſelves, the very Caſh I had raiſed, and then 
in their Hands, to pay off my Creditors. Aſter · 
wards indeed, I made them publickly: own it was 


a Trick upon me. Bur the whole Affair relati 


to the Collierics, Truſtees, ' &. if tis not ami- 
cably made up as proffer'd by thofe concern'd in 
the Commiſſion againſt me, as I hope it will, the 


World will be further acquainted with my Uſage; 


and the old Gentleman muſt not carry his Point, 
as Hesterm'd it, with fetting up Deeds ſign'd in 
Diltrels and in Priſon, upon Promiſes of being 
aſſiſted and rehey'd,' which are not yet perform'd; 
and had the Aſſuarance to accoſt me, after all this 
Uſage, with this inſulting Expreſſion, Cod, Sir, 
you are within an Inch of a Cherry, and cannot get 


"v9 If it was a Cherry, 25 he terms it, it was of my 


own and Agent's ripening, and bringing to Per- 


* . — - a A r 
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ion, for the Preſervation: of his Colliery 3. and 
the flouriſhing n be the, is now in, Was and 
3 pet 


* 


is owing do my own Expence,, Care, and Steadi 
: 22 nat hearkening to very advantagious Erof 
a 


Fs. made. me, by, a late Baronet, and Dr? Exton. 
| 1 I would; but have deſerted his Intereſt, 
and come in 


Reaſon of thoſe Gentlemens Re- 
ſentment againſt me. And, When my Father en- 
tered upon the. Colliery, there was not half a Pit, 
Room 2 on, and ſeveral Difficulties in the 
Way z..and now, at ſome Thouſand Pounds Ex- 

ence, with my Conſent, and my old Agent Sheilds's 
Management ſhes now brought to five or fix Pit 


which was t 


ooms ar hreſt which may be ſet in the Front at pro- 


1 But Tam as handſomly rewarded, as well as my 
Agent, for my Pains; for I am repreſented by the 
Lawyer as having received; a, great many Obliga- 
tions from my Brother-in-law, and that I can never 
repay the Services that Family hath done for me. 


what I have double and treble repaid ; and if Ob- 
ligations were ballanced, the Ballance is vaſtly due 
to me: And I'd ask that old, 1 won't ſay VIllain- 
ous, Lawyer, if any of the Family does loſe Far- 
thing, Principal or Intereſt, by me? Or, if any 
of them were capable of going through the Fa- 
tigue, Hardſhip, and Contrivances (not mention- 
ing the Expence and ſtanding the Brunt of the 
upſtart Collieries) that I have gone through for 


nagement was in the Colheries, till I unfortu- 
nately let in the Truſtees, about two Years 
ago, which was a great Means of bringing 
my Affairs into ſuch a confuſed State, and all 

D. occalion'd 


$9 Meaſures with thew, the Refuſal of 


I own, I have from my Brother, but none bur 


their Intereſt? Or, if any blundering Ma- 
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e bocauſe F defire a Bill maybe filed to com- 


(14) 
occaſion'd by his Advice t to. ſeize RED) as afore- 
ſaid, and ſay yng I was/privy to it? And 1 rene 


ask rde, ether 15 Brother has 1 | 
the Bargain * inſiſts dn, or no? * des, 1 


defy him to anſwer wy, rguments, Mee | is 
occaſion to offer t Nie it 15 Bob raloable 


Conſideration, but w ce upon my Willing 
neſs of throwing m af into my Nochern Cot 


fie, which was gr nfdel upon e e Gf 


being relieved and affifted when I Was coming co 


Prilon and iv Diſtreſs; and one of the Deeds; 
ſigned. 2s I was coming our of rhe Biſhoprick of 
Durbam to ſurretider my elf to the Sheriff and 


Goaler in Northumberland, to whom I immediate- 
on writ from Wi GM in the ſaid 1% b 55 


1 ©. © #3 


; 


I chan be very forty to have Reaſon to ell fone 
Perfons un Ft bp I think it barbarous Uſage 
thus far * can make it appear. that 1 have 5 
eren hundred 22 nds, T may a ſay Thou- 
ſands, within, the two Years, Fs, Oy the Truſtees 
Management ; and that they have h ps of Coals 
through their Hands 4 5 ſhou'd have made out 
three or four Thoulatid Pounds, or more, if well 
157 ped, beſides” the Uſage, and Lofs 1 ſuſtained 
m in Shildus and Eldon Collieries ; and rh? 
100 hquſand four Hundred Pound was to be 
into their Hands of my Mon and. J asel, 
notwithſtanding my Brother hath net a 


the Bargain, and I 858 had no Accounts made u 


by them, yet I am ridiculed and abuſed as a diſhonel 


pel 


SS BE5 0 BORO 


'F w_ 
then to make up their Accounts, and to have 
gal 


pe ain either performed or given up, that 
editors. I am far from deſiring. the Truſtecs 
0 


— * 
— 
* 
o 


u'd ſuffer, but that they wou'd make up tharAc- 


counts like honeſt Men; and it hath been proffer'd, 


at my Requeſt, to thoſe concerned in the Com- 
miſſion againſt me, that theſe Affairs might be 
made up in a friendly amicable Way, but they 
won't ſo much as youchſafe us an Anſwer. | 


ener thing k took vety ill (cho' it is com- 


mon where the Head of a Party is once faſt) my 
old Agents. and Workmen, who did expreſs any 
Concern or Regard for me, were ill uſed, and ſe- 


yeral of them turned. off; yet, as I have been 
brought up with them from my Cradle, and al- 


ways regarded them, when in my Power, as Part 
of my own Family; and as my Aſſignee, till ſuch 
times as my Debts are diſcharged, will have a foot- 


ing in the Coal-Trade in that Part; and if it is no 
Offence to compare ſmall Things with great, 1 
do not doubt but, when at Liberty, my old ho- . 
neſt Troops will ſhew the ſame Regard for their 


Maſter, . as the brave old Forces did tor Charles of 
Sweden their King, when he appeared amongſt 
them again after his Defeat at Pultewa, and his 
Impriſonment at Bendar; and I muſt always affirm, 
the Lawyers deceiving me, and his Advice againſt 
all ill 


Birth to thoſe that followed. 


But juſtly ſetting forth my Caſe, I hope may 
alter the Sentiments of a great many prepoſleſs'd 
to my Prejudice, and will have this Influence up- 

true Lovers of their Country, to let Sy 
+ cc 


ON 


ck Schemes, was the chief Foundation of . 
my Misfortunes, and in the greateſt meaſure gave 
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the Nation; and if it is not worth the Conſideration 


Nhetorick, to take off the natural Guard every 
Proteſtant ought to have againſt their Inſinua- 


| thar he firſt perſwades a Perſon into a good Opi- 


„ Us % 

5 66) * 
ſee how inconſiſtent it is for them, and eſpecially 
for ſeveral that are in the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
to encourage and make ule of a Roman Catholick Laws 
yer, and whether it is conſiſtent with the Safety of 


of the Legiſlature, whether or no they ſhould be fuf- 
fered to practice, tho in another's Name, as Cham- 
ber-Council, Conyveyancers, or Dealers in the Mo- 
ney- Affair; I humbly apprehend it deſerves being 
taken Notice of, and am far from inſinuating any | 
thing to the Prejudice of Toleration, granted, out 
of his Majeſty's great Goodneſs, to all the Setts 
amongſt us; and think it a Hardſhip, and Ulage 
unbecoming a Chriſtian, to force any Man's Con- 
ſcience ;* but the beſt Way is to convince them by 
Reaſon, Lenity, and exemplary Lives. But where 


the whey? of a Nation and our Poſterity is en- 
danger'd, I think it a Duty incumbent upon me 


to ſpeak, and it won't be taken amils, by thoſe 
that wiſh well to our preſent happy Conſtitution, 
if I remark ſome eminent Dangers that may ariſe 
oo Roman Cathojick Lawyers practiſing as afore- 
aid. 21 | | Em 


1 wiſh, in the firſt Place, it does not give a 
great Foundation to the increaſing Seminarſes and 
Chapels, every where {ct up amongſt us; but it 
gives allo an Opportunity to the Lawyer, by con- 
verfing with, and obliging rhe ſeveral Gentlemen 
of the Country with Money, firſt, with his uſual 


tions, by his repreſenting how happily tbey live, 
and at Eaſe, under their own Vines; and that the 

voull be ungrateful, if they offered any W 
to or ſhould diſturb the Peace of the Nation; ſo 


nion 


— 
% 


. 
nion of them, then eaſily makes Advances, by re- 
preſenting how ſuch and ſuch Eſtates were torn 
away from the h 
Noman Catholicks; and in ſuch infiruating Terms, 
us if it Was a Hardſhip to have been fo oled, 
when thoſe People were at the ſame Time en- 
deavouring the Deſtruction of Church and State, 
and magrufying what happy Doings there uſed to 


bein former Times, when thoſe Families flouriſh'd ; 


bur, ar the fame Time, conceals behind the Cur- 
tain the villainous Deſigns then carried on by 
them; the Clients, often out of Complaiſance, 
as having been handſomely treated, or perhaps 


obliged, in being aſſiſted with 3 either com- 


plies with what he ſays, or at leaſt does not con- 
tradict it, till he is drawn into a Sort of Indo- 
lence, and firs unconcern'd, while he hears our 
very Conſtitution flily attack d; whilft his Loyalty 
to the Royal Family, and Regard for his own 
Safety, and chat of his Poſterity, is lull'd aſleep; 
but if once they get Power, they' Il awaken their 
Clients with a Vengeance, as I believe I was; for 
the Lawyer, I am fatisfy'd, either look'd upon 
me as a Heretick, or elſe thought me a Man not 
fir for his Purpoſe. So 


But this is not all, a Roman Catholick, by our 
Laws, is render'd incapable of any Office, or to 
4a] Eſtates, or put out Money in their own 

ames. Now, ſuppoſe a Hundred of them were 
allowed to be Civil Officers, I'll maintain they could 
not do half ſo much Miſchief as one Roman Catho- 
lick Lawyer; for he hath an Opportunity, eſpecialy 
where he keeps a Chapel, of Talking and Hint- 
ing to his 2 4 every Day what's proper 
to be done; then he hath the main Argument, the 
Money in managing, and very often of other Peo- 


ples, 


the true Owners, who were formerly 


— 


618 
( 1 
ples, beſides thoſe of his own Perſuaſiqn, and knows, 
in a great meaſure,.the Situation, of Peoples Affairs 
Niete as 4 ſome nw Counties 2 Gor! Yee 
ey is to be put out to People in 

7 
ayed in ſome Gentlemen 

might be of a: in Caſe they could 4 of 
Points, by bringing about a Turn of Affairs; and 
they F ant ut it out in another's Name. But 
what Money belongs to Clients of another Reli- 
gion, that they are entruſted with, they put out 
in the true Owners Names; ſo they conceal their 
own Strength, and know urs. 


Thus I ſubmit it to ſcrious Conſideration, whe- 
ther or no a particular Law might not be made 
to prevent their Practice; and if Perſons would 
confider, ea) 6, encouraging ſuch Men, 
actually gives that Party a 2 75 2 of 
perverting well · deſigning People, and increaſing 
their own Strength, Number, and Faction, in 2 
cleverer, and by more deſtructive Ways to our 
happy Eſtabliſhment, than ſeveral of our Fore- 
fathers: have guarded: againſt by memorable and 
wholſome Laws: And ſuppoſe the Roman Catho- 
licks were to be obliged to employ Lawyers and 
Attorneys of our own Religion, ſo that we might 
know where the n Weight of their 
Money lay, they might have as ſtrict Juſtice done 
them; and perhaps it might be a Means to make 
them never attempt to diſturb the Tranquility they 
enjoy at preſent, and would be a preſent and fu- 
ture Safety to the Nation in general. 


Now for Uſage from an Attorney, one to whom 
I ow'd above 800 J. and for his Security had in- 
truſted him with Bond and Warrant; and 2 
| | Time 


\ 


..... 
Time after be Aid, if 1 coif, get any others 0 
jo me, He'd. 7-6 four Years'to pay it in: Ac- 
* 1 did fo; but ſome Niihe Time aftet- 
#eizes afl my Coals, Gim, Horfes, and 
Efefts, alon ng with theirs, with a dozen or four- 
_= qc = i g 6 Pa ary of More, ag 
e ct 
u 20 ui engen d for the Nh 
dEr. e honourable Court will do 0 
and me Juſtice, af dis not amicably made W 


to my Dig: anc Impriſonment fr 
es 5055 J Hath coſt me a i 


"Thoufand Pounds, by the Confuſiom i og 
e by es be is dead, 1 ſhall © 
rther than . rh 
Tn OI WA vice wh) The Art Wa 
. was cquiinted, and defired to 15 
„ becauſe chols that have the B 
Freut n cannot be relieved upon a Comm 
none came; tho T'wilf do che Atrotney 22 
Juſtice, he did write for it, . told em the Con- 
ſequence of not ſending ix; 4nd 1 hope my Uſa 5 
* Impriſonment may be à fatther Czütion 
Attorneys never, out of Fear of Privilege, to neg- 
leck fil 10 2 Bil, "25 was my "Cale, or Thad not been 
confi * Indeed, it was Th 425 thoſe that 
adviſed againlt it, that it better be 
let alone, for it would only 2 erate him; and 
be was ſuch a terrible Man . the 'Arrotne ys 
and Lawyers; for that very Reaſon, it was In 
thouſand Pities he ſhould Tave died. But I can 
never think that auguſt Aſſembly will allow Pri- 
Y vilege where the Member is he Apgrefforz for 
a if a Member brings an Action at Law, and the 


A Defendant, if aggrieved, cannot have] Ron ta 


5 Equity (the very diſcretionary and judicial wha 
| the 
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Mankind, Which the World is Kahle is far re 
mote from the ' Deſign c det Honourable Houle... 


"As 5 for a Gentleman. UF i Law. dn once in 2 
Kalt Colliery, and ſome other Thing ings,. 
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WM pon a no Worſe for having juſtly 
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Attorneys, ave moſfly accaſioned , 
and That Hall i. 125 by 1 reat mealure, excuſed 
for the Breach of. ſever romiſes | was, charged 
with,- When they." A they were built upon 


their, and & others A es, that 1 ould be an- 


een WI ich Eat At, 4 1 and ſuch Times; and 
by Tri, 7 Etter, under their Hands, that 
35 2 Pn were made and would 
rined, . K forgive myſelf for hav- 
NG much Credulity, tho' I forgive the Bar- 
Pty. of ſuch Uſage: ww as nophing is more 


on than ſhoying a Man along when the 
World thinks he is Wo down (which, by the 


bye, IS: A very hollilt Practice) Jet 1 8 5 
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(21) 
any Perſon ever to charge me with Breach of 
Promiſe or Diſapointment (except occafioned by 
being deceived and uſed as aforeſaid;) and I ne- 
ver did make any ſuch Promiſes without having 
Ground-work for them, both by Word and Let- 


So that I hope to meet with a more fayourable x 
Cenſure than I have had of late, by my Enemies 'Y 
having an Opportunity of telling their own Stories 2 
to my Prejudice, I not being preſent to make my 4 
Defence; and what is more barbarous in a great : 4 
many, that I have aſſiſted and deſerved well of, 
have not been backward in taking Advantage of 
the Confuſion my Impriſonment occaſioned in 
my Affairs; and I wiſh I could redreſs that ſavage 
barbarous Cuſtom Mankind is too much guilty of: [; 
And as the beſt Way to make a true Judgment of 1 
Actions, is always to change Sides, and to imagine 1 
what you wou'd do if you were in the oppoſite l 
Party's Caſe; and if they were in the Condition 
aforeſaid, then perhaps rhey*d think their Fellow- 

Creatures a little too ſevere, and would ſet a true 
Value upon a Friend that ſhould generouſly ap- 
pear, and not be aſhamed to aſſiſt and vindicate a 
Man under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, tho' it 
may be juſtly ſaid, to the Honour of the Trading 
Part of Mankind, that none are miore ready to 
pity, aſfiſt, or relieve thoſe that have met with 
Misfortunes, and to lend a helping Hand to put 
them in a flouriſhing Way again, where they ſee 
them intend well, and bear up againſt their Af- 
flictions; for they frequently have ances, where {i 
Merchants (in whoſe Praiſe too much can ſcarce "bi 
be faid, as they are the Honour and Wealth of 
the Nation) and their Families have been reduced 
by Misfortunes, from the greateſt Afffuence of 


E Plenty, 


9 
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Plenty, to a miſerable Condition; and they ſel- 
dom refuſe to come into any Meaſures to give them 
Opportunity to retrieve themſelves. And I can't 
but remark, that the ſevereſt Fines and Damages 
ſhould be impoſed and given, where their Circum- 
ſtances and Characters are undeſervedly traduced 
or blaſted, and which are frequently done by ſome 
uſeleſs Fellows that have got perhaps ſome Hun- 
dreds left them, and live, like Drones in a Hive, 
upon the Intereſt, and lets you Attorneys toſs the 
Principal about. 25 


Indeed, Afflictions are much eaſier to be borne, 
where they proceed from Loſſes, and the Hand of 
Providence, than when they are occaſioned by 
the Frauds, pretended Friendſhips, and villainous 
Contrivances of thoſe a Man hath had to deal with; 
and I wiſh I may be an Example for all People 
hereafter, never to ſtrain their Pockets and Con- 
{titutions with dangling after you Lawyers and 
Attorneys, nor ever to take any of your Promiſes 
without Hand and Seal; and, in ſhort, to be 
concerned with you as little as poſſible. 


T ought to beg Pardon for incerting my own 
Caſe, becauſe it is ſomewhat foreign to any but 
this Part of the World; yer perhaps there may be 
fome Hints that may be of Service to prevent Per- 
fons from ſuffering in the ſame Manner in other 
Counties. But to leave my own, and come to 
the other Obſervations I've made upon you Gen- 
tlemen ; | Is 


Pray which of you obſerves your Qualification- 
Oath? or, What are they guilty of who break 
it? Indeed, you may anſwer, as a merry Gentle- 
man of my Acquaintance, who died: * 

| cars 
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89. | 
Years ago, in his declining State: I asked him, 
what he thought of the next World? Faith, ſays. 


he; as am only guilty of what others are, I muſi 
certainly be in the Mid-mong of them. 


I heard an Attorney once ſay, upon a County-_ } 
Election, that he did not fee but Che, Intereſt _— 
to be tried, but the Body of Attorneys had the 
eateſt Swav : Don't you think he was ſome vain 
inſdlent Fellow? or elſe Attorneys are certainly 4 
ter Men than we imagine, or elſe the Gentle- | 
men of the Country are vaſtly funk and degenc- 
rated from the old Engliſh Spirit, to ſuffer ſuch 
extravagant groundleſs — I ſay groundleſs, 
becauſe (if they are not) they might eaſily be made 
ſo, if they wow'd but join and do as the Roman 
Senate once quell'd a Mutiny amongſt the People, 
and prevented the DeſtruEtion of Rome it ſelf, when 
the Gauls were upon the Point of attacking it, by 
exhibiting a Show of Maſtiffs which they ſer to- 
gether by the Ears, and in the Midit of the Quarrel 
turned looſe two or three Wolves amongſt them; 
immediately the Maſtiffs ceaſed, and inſtead of de- 
vouring one another, fell _ and devoured the 
the Wolves, as Common Enemies. I leave you 
to apply the Moral. 
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Indeed, it is a Complaint amongſt Country Peo- 
ple and others, that Money is ſcarce; you'll think 
it very odd, perhaps, it I ſhould charge it upon 
you Attorneys; but I'll give my Reaſons, and 
then leave you and the World to judge. It is 
vour Buſineſs to look out for Money, and vour 
Buſineſs to look out for Securities : Now as you 
commonly are vaſtly great with the Money'd 
People, nay even with every honeſt Countryman 
that you know is in good Circumſtances, or will 

E 2 have 
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have Five or Ten Pounds to put out, you do not 
tick to ſend for him; and tho' perhaps he may 
have promiſed, and 'tis his Inclination to let ſome 
honelt Tradeſman have it, to carry on his Tous; 
and do his Country Service, you preſently inſi- 
nuate you have Occaſion for Money; and cęr- 
rainly be is not a Madman to run a Hazard of 
the Caſh, tho' it is to do his Neighbour a Kind- 
neſs, when you can make him ſate and ſecure ſo 
you actually draw all the Caſh into your Hands, 
which 1s certainly the Foundation, of your preſent 
Power and Practice; and the Poverty of the xeſt 
of Mankind complaining, tho' it ſhews the Weak- 
neſs, and if I may almolt fay, Injuſtice of People 
of Fortune, and in good Circumſtances: And I 
do not fee what Anſwer they can make at the 
Day of Judgment, if ask'd what good Uſe they 
made of the Riches intruſted to them, any other 
than this (viz) I really did not conſider ſo well as I 
wiſh now had done, the aſſiſting and relieving honeſs 
Perſons in Diſtreſs with it; but I took all the Care 
I could to put it out in an Attorney's: Hand to make 
me ſafe, and I never troubled my Head with any Op- 
1 it gave him to diſtreſs others, ſo that I got 
ut my Intereſt duly paid by bim, aul my Principal 
ſecured. Such a Plea, with the Body of Attor- 
neys to back it, perhaps may prevail with 
the World, but I am ſure not with God Al- 
mighty. be 


have of mv. own Knowledge, known ſome At- 
torneys ſay, that they forelaw ſuch and ſuch Fa- 
milies er'e long would be in Diſtreſs, and that 
a Thouſand Pounds could not move in the County 
without their Knowledge. So pray conſider what 
a Game that General muſt have an Opportunity of 
playing, who knows the Movements of both Ar- 
ava | h Dies, 
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wies, and can lay Schemes to ruin and ynder- 


as he ſees moſt to his own Advantage, eſpecially 
where the Plunder of both Parties is his chief 
Aim and Deſign. | | 


There are none who diſturbs any Man from 
fitting quierly under his own Vine ſo much as you 
Law-men; and I durſt hold any Wager, that go to 
People diſtreſſed either in Mind, y, or Eſtate, 
and not one in ten but will complain it is occa- 
caſioned, or at leaſt increaſed, eit may Lawyers, 
Attorneys, Bailiffs, Spiritual-Court-Men, or the 
too great Fees of Phyſicians, Chyrurgeons, eſ- 

ecialy thoſe of Note, or elſe the Apothecary's 
— Bills or Potions, which are often lengthned 
and repeated by a good Underſtanding with the 
Phyſician in the Preſeriptions. But the general 
. moſt frequent Complaint is from you Attor- 
neys; for your affecting the Eſtate and Effects, 
commonly brings on all the reſt; nay, ſometimes 
they don't ſtick to complain of the Parſon of the 
Pariſh, and other our dignify'd Clergy, in bein 
too hard in their Tithes, and their impoſing excel: 
five Fines in the Renewal of Leaſes, ci as the 

Renewals are commonly at their Pleaſure. 


| Town I run off my Subject; but I, cannot ſor- 
bear mentioning in this Place (and I hope I ſhall 
be excuſed; as the Law in its Purity and the Go- 
ſpel thould be near a-kin) that if our Legiſlature 
made an Act to ſettle their Fines and Demands for 
Renewal in a reaſonable manner, it would be for 
the Benefit and Eaſe of all Parties; it would give 
them more Leifure-time to mind their ſpiritual 
Affairs, and make their Tenants much eaſier in 


their Enjoyment; and if ſome Steps were taken 


relating 


mine, or elſe render ſucceſsful and carry them on, 
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and thoſe that are Non-Reſident without lawful 
Occaſion, I am apt to believe it would be agree- 
able to a great Part of the Clergy, and the Nation 


ü 15. 


I am running into a Thing I did not intend 
and always thought it hard, and which is almoſt 
a national Fault, and a very ſcandalous one; and 
1 hope this may ſerve to redreſs it, viz. that the 
whole Order ſhould be condemm'd for the diſ- 
ſolute Lives of a few, for ridiculing them without 
Cauſe (and a Man ſhould be very tender in doing 
ſo, eyen where there is Ground for it) is a Sort of 
affronting God Almighry;z and if they do any thing 
unbecoming their Function, they muſt more ſe- 
verely anſwer it, as Clergymen, at the laſt Day. 
And we have ſeveral Inſtances where the Practice 
of a Divine correſponds with his Doctrine; what 
an Influence it hath upon the Lives of his Pari- 
mioners and Acquaintance, what Reſpect is every 
where, paid him, and it even inſenſibly creates a 
Chearfulneſs, Pleaſure, and Satisfaction in his Com- 

bany. Now as you Attorneys have Opportunities 

of doing a deal of Miſchief, ſo you alſo have Op- 
portunities of doing a great deal of Good and good- 
natur'd Actions, that if you would but imitate 
the good Clergyman (as indeed you do in one thing) 
tor your Lives very often correſpond with and are 
agrecable to your Practice ; but I mean, if you'd 
ſhun the Evil and do the Good, you would ac- 
tually meet with the ſame Reſpect and Regard in 


* 


your Profeſſion. 


It is ſurprizing to me that Gentlemen will em- 
ploy. Attorneys as Stewards (tho', I muſt own, 
ſome that ſerve Men of Note in theſe Northern 

Parts, 


(27) 


Parts, and are of my Acquaintance, do deſerve to 
be employ'd) they certainly do not conſider the 
Conſequences in the, firſt Place. The Tenants 
and Landlords often ſuffer; for they never care to 
grant any but ſhort Terms, which is never an En- 
couragement for Tenants to improve Land, be- 
cauſe they don't know but they will be raiſed at the 
Expiration, ſo make the beſt of the preſent Term, 
by taking the beſt Advantage of the Ground, and 
even make uſe of running out the Land, as an Ar- 
gument for the better Terms in the next Tack, the 
Attorney does not regard, ſo he gets but the drawing 
the es ſo much oftner; it adds to the other Per- 
quiſites uſually attending letting ſhort Leaſes. 


— 
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And at laſt they often get ſo far into the Na- 
ture and Situation of both the Eſtate and the Te- 
nants Affairs, that very often the Gentlemen dare 
ſcarce part with him, for fear of his finding or 
diſcovering ſome Flaw in the Title, or raiſing up 
ſome other Matter that may be diſadvantagious to 
the Eſtate, or perhaps to the Tenure of the Courts 
„aud Manors belonging to it; nay, even the Te- 
„ nants ſometimes petition to have him continued 
for fear of being blown up in ſome Articles rela- 
1 
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ting to themſelves. 


0 We had an Inſtance, in this County, of a worth 
e Gentleman that had an Attorney for his — 
„d | and out of Reſpect to him, took him one Time 
to his Country Seat for thirty or forty Days, and, 
in by Way of Companion, entertained and diverted 
him all the Time with the Sports of the Seaſon, 
as a Gentleman; bur truly, when they came to 
ballance Accounts, he charged him a Guinea a Day 
tor every Day he was there, ſo he got that Reward 
for his Civility. 
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I have often too obſerved, if you wait upon an 


Attorney on a Sunday, you find him (tho perhaps | 


the reſt of his Family. are all at Church) in t 


_ greateſt Hurry of Buſineſs. I am apt to believe | 
(tho* he ſhould not run the Hazard a late Profeſſor | 
ſcem'd to do, who damr'd his Son, and bid him 


conſider how much he was obliged to his Father 


for ſending his Soul to the Devil, that he might 
get and leave him an Eſtate) I fay, if he is not in 
the ſame Condition with the laſt mentioned Gen | 
tleman, he is certainly in the fame Way of Think- 


ing with a Gentleman I knew who was pretty 
much employ'd in Buſineſs, who always held it a; 
a Maxim, that the fourth Commandment was cer- 
tainly wrong tranſlated; for the true Intent and 
* Meaning was, Six Days ſpalt thou labour, amd th: 
ſeventh Day poſt thy Boots. This I do not altoge- 


PD ther apply to you Attorneys, becauſe, God knows 
2 great many other Perſons are too much guilty 

5 of it; but I hope this may ſerve to inſinuate to 
| all Profeſſions whatſoever, that it is a very bad] 
\ Practice, ſeldom attended with Succeſs in Buſineſs, 


| or even with any preſent Satisfaction to thoſe that 
WE ER 

I ſhall mention no Inſtances of your encourag- 
ing Knights of the Poſt, becauſe the preſent Par- 
Hamenrt deſign to put a Stop to ſuch your uſeful 
Companions, by making Perjury Death; yer I 
have taken Notice you always keep a very good 
Correſpondence with rhe Bailiffs, as I faw lately 
a Caſe in a Letter from an Attorney not fourteen 
Miles from this Place, to a Bailiff, and ſome others 
that wanted to — hp a Perſon who was a 
Client of his, in t 


formed the Bailiff he might be taken, but to be 
| | {ure 


| at he had perſuaded him to 
{ come to his Office at ſuch a Time, where he in- 
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fare to come in by Chance, and not to take th 
Man was apprehended, and the Attorney expreſſed 


that very Time he had his Affairs in hand, and was 
carrying on a Law-Suit for him. 


The Bailiffs Practices and Spunging ought not 
to be omitted in this Letter, but that wou'd ſwell 
and carry it to an immoderate Length: I ſhall only 
take Notice, that after you have had a poor Fel- 
low through your Hands, he's then commonly 
turned over to thoſe Gentlemen: Then all you do 
for him is this; you either write or ſpeak to the 
Bailiff, that he hath been a very good Client of 
yours, and you deſire, for your Sake, that he would 
uſe him with all the Indulgence he poſſibly can 
and you will take the Favour as done to your ſelf. 
But the true Ergliſh of it is, you know what I 
mean, Get what you can for indulging him till 
the Return of the Writ; and then the poor Man, 
without almoſt any thing to ſubſiſt on, is turned 
over to the honeſt Goaler, to which Place he had 
better have come much ſooner ; which, if he was 
deſirous to come in for Snacks, you Gentlemen 
have ſo drained the Man, that his Place, I mean 
the Goaler's, is ſcarce worth keeping, conſider» 
ing the Miſchief attending it; for neither you 


to Priſon ſo long as you ſee a Proſpect of getting 
more by him, or that it may probably occaſion 
ſuch a Confuſion in his Affairs, that you may have 
the better Opportunity of plundering and ſacri- 


2 ficing him. 
ro * j | 
n- While I am writing this, I have met with ano- 


be tber Defiance, a Bailiff s juſt now come in with a Pri- 
ro A loner 3 


leaſt Notice of his Information: He did ſo, the 


a great Concern it was done in his Office, tho' at 


nor the Bailiff will ever tuffer a Man to come 
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to paint us as black as we are. Indeed, that very 


Pounds, had ſqueezed Five Guineas by Times from 


( 39) 


ſoner; Sir, ſays he, I hear you are going to paint us 
Bailiffs : Paint us as black as. you- will, we defy you 


Priſoner was one Inſtance ; for the Bailiff, not- 
withſtanding the Debt was very little above Ten 


him to keep him out of Priſon; and the Attorney, 
tho! he was ordered by the Plaintiff to take Bail, 
and had undeniable Bail offer'd, and drew and was 
2 by the Priſoner for drawing a Bond for that 

urpoſe; yet becauſe the Plaintiff was not preſent 
to accept it, he even pack'd him away with the 
Bond in his Pocket, ready for ſigning, to this Goal. 
I can ſee no Way of reforming the Bailiffs, ex- 
cepting our High- Sheriffs would be very cautious 
in chooſing their Under-Sheriffs, and they to be 
ſo good (as I hope we ſhall ſee Inſtances in theſe 
Northern Parts) as to leſſen the Number of their 
Bailiffs, and pitch upon thoſe that are leaſt re- 
markable for ſpunging Tricks, and to change or 
continue them yearly, as they find em more or 
leſs guilty; for their Pretence of giving their Pri- 
ſoners Time to get Bail, can only extend ro the 
Return of the Writ, and that Delay is commonly 
attended with a Guinea a Week to the Bailiff, or 
accordingly as their Circumſtances are: But if no 
Forbearance- Money, then they hurry 'em away to 
Priſon as faſt as they can; ſo what's given to them 


is of no Service, and is only deſtroying what a Man 
ſhould ſubſiſt on afterwards. 


As T have mentioned a Priſon, it may not be a- 
mils to ſay ſomething relating to the unfortunate 
Prifoners z for none can be ſo good a Judge of the 
Miſeries and Hardſhips undergone there, as thoſe 
that have ſeen them. Our Goals are often crowd- 
ed with miſerable ſtarving Debtors, and * 

ent 
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fent in out of Pique, or the Reſentment of ſome. 
Pettifogger; as I have known ſome run to Execu- 
tion by Exchequer Proceſs for 155. 6 d. and ſeveral 
ſuch ſmall Sums, and fo incapacitated by Impriſon- 
ment from either paying Debt or Charges, which 
often amounts to ten Times the original Debt. 
Now as the Sheriffs in every County are molt of 
a humane and compaſſionate Temper, it would 
certainly be a Chriſtian- like Act (if 'tis not in ſome 
meaſure their Duty) always narrowly to inſpect 
the Ufage in all Goals within their Juriſdiction, 
and to make a ſtrict Enquiry into the Condition 
of all their Priſoners z and where they find that 
Priſoners have nothing to ſubſiſt on, and are wil- 
ling or capable of working in any Trade, or in do- 
ing any Work to get 'em Bread, to encourage Peo- 

le to ſend em in Work for that Purpoſe. And 
or thoſe that live there with a Deſign to defraud 
their Creditors (tho' their Creditors ould be wil- 
ling to make any reaſonable End with 'em) it would 
be no Injuſtice to order thoſe under the ſtricteſt 
Confinement the Goal will allow of. And for 


thoſe that cannot work, and have nothing to ſup- 


ort themſelves with, and are incapacitated an 

ay from taking the Benefit of the Act of Inſol- 
vency, a ſmall Seſs laid upon the County would 
be a commendable Deſign for their Support, as I 
am inform'd is generoutly done in Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne for the Relief of ſtarving Debtors within their 
Juriſdiction. And, to prevent any Abuſe of the 
Charity, none ſhould be entitled to it but ſuch as 
ſhould be found real Objects, by the joint Con- 
ſent and Approbation of the Sheriff, Bench, and 
Goaler. Such a Charity is a Sort of Practice repre- 
ſented as one of the Qualifications of the Happy 
at the laſt tremendous Day, I was in Priſon, and 


thou viſitedſt me. 
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But to return to you, Gentlemen; I have known 
where a Client hath had nothing but a Priſon in 


View, you then begin to preach up Frugality and 


Temperance, and recommend the W holſomnels of 


drinking Water; bur ſo long as Caſh was plen- 


was not a Word of Advice then; but if the Me- 
(ou is good, I wiſh ſome of you were under Con- 
inement for a Year or ſo; it would learn you 
more Compaſſion, and perhaps would alter your 
Temper, and I am ſatisfied you would be for chang- 
ing Water into Wine, which is a Miracle impoſ- 
ſible for a poor Priſoner that wants Money. And 
tho” your Cellars be full ſtor'd at home, you ſeldom 
have the good Manners to fend him two or three 
Dozen,tho* you have been merry together over never 
ſo many Dozen at his Expence. And perhaps, 
like the Steward before-mention'd, who was car- 
ry'd into the Country for his Diverſion, you do 
not ſtick to charge ſo much for Attendance for 
helping to drink em. I have only noted a few 
Cates, but the ſame Practice, and a great many 


tiful, let the Gtaſs I never ſo merrily round, there 


too tedious to enumerate, I'm afraid holds too true 


every where: Some are come to that Height as 
to lump their Bills, and refuſe to give in Particu- 
lars; nay, I have known Clients under your Hatches 
ſcarce dare to ſpeak their Minds freely, and have 
been almoſt aw d into a Compliance with unrea- 


ſonable Securities, for fear of their Affairs being 


torn to Pieces. All ſuch are advis'd to threaten 
the Attorneys to lay open their Caſes to the World, 
and to ſtand up for their own Safety. | 


I think two-Gentlemen of Fortune, and Rela- 
tions in Jortſbire, once took the beſt Method: They 


were going to engage in a conſiderable Law-Suit, 


and meeting at London, the one expreſs'd a very 
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reat Regard for the other, and wonder'd he would 
engage in a Caſe ſo manifeſtly evident againſt him; 
ny ro convince him, he ſhould go along with him 
28 a Stranger to his Counſel, who would make 
the Caſe ſo plain, that he was fatisfy'd, when he 
heard him, he would deſiſt, and give him no far- 
ther Trouble. So away they went; the Counſel, 
2s the Gentleman obſerv' d, did make it ſo clear on 
his Client's Side, that the other was almoſt per- 
ſuaded to have really deſiſted; but, in Return, 


- carry'd him along as a Stranger to his Counſel, 


who made it as clear a Caſe on the other Side. So 
after they had done they went to a Tavern, con- 
ſider d what they were. a doing, ſent for ſome 
Friends, referred and agreed it; and ſo baulked 
the Lawyers and Attorneys. of a great many thou- 
fand Pounds they, aim'd to have had, by ſpiriting 
up the Difference. oa 


I have heard of two Attorneys, but tis ſome 


| Time ago, who us'd to go once a Year up to Lon- 


don, and there met every Evening, and over a 
Bottle would. compare the Cauſes, as one was 
commonly for the Plaintiffs and the other for the 
Defendants in the Quarter they came from; and 
ſo, as they judg'd the Merits of each Cauſe, ac- 
cordingly they made Rules, Opinions, and Decrees 
betwixt themſelves, and put all the Office and 
Court Fees in their own Pockets; their Determi- 
nations, for the moſt Part, were py ſatisfac- 
tory to their Clients, and paſs d for ſome Time, till 
one of em upon occaſion happen'd to be ſought 
for in ſome of the Offices, but was return'd a. Von 
eſt invent. So put an end to their Roguery : Yet 
a great many of the preſent Practitioners have got 
amuch neater Way of making up Cauſes, and get- 
ting Money by doing it. 

IE i You'll 


„hi 
You'll often carry People on to the very Day 
that their Cauſe is to be try'd, and then agree it; 
but for what Reaſon? Truly becauſe 200 can make 
no more of em; you have the Briefs drawn, and 
can charge all Attendances, c. you ſave the Trou- 
ble of going through the Cauſe in Court, and 
ſometimes the Hazard of being there expos'd for 
ſome little neceſſary Management in the Cauſe or 
Proceedings; and at the Bottom of your Bill of 
Coſts (that excellent Bitter for ſettling a Client's 
Stomach) you commonly add this tem, viz. Five 
or ſometimes Ten Guineas ſor my Pains, in ſeve- 
ral Attendances and Contrivances to get the Cauſe 
agreed, with this'Salvo— But that I refer to your 
awn Generoſity to charge what you think proper to al- 
low me — And fo'you both fave Trouble, Hazard, 
and Pains, and yet get Money by it. O Tempora, 
O Mores / gs 
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I have often too heard the Country People talk, 
upon your breaking up a Family, or doing a hard- 
hearted Thing to any Man, to this Purpoſe; 7 
certainly cannot be true, there muſt be more Reaſon than 
we 'kuow'of, or elſe the Attorney could not be ſo cruel. 
But if theſe People would only conſider, and ask, 
Hhy.a Butcher does not ſhew Concern when be kills 
weekly? the Anſwer, is obvious, *Trs his Trade, he of 
lives and gets Money by it. The ſame Reaſon holds 


gu with you Attorneys; and the Slaughter and MN 
eſtruction of Mankind gives you no more Un- 16 


caſineſs, as being us'd to it, than the killing of a 5 
Sheep or a Bullock does to a Butcher: Tho much 


more may be ſaid for them than you; their Trade * 
is neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of Mankind; when 25 
your Practices very often not only deſtroys what * 
your Clients ſhould ſubſiſt on, but you even ſwal- W 


low themſelves, Goods, Lands, and Houſes, with 
| na 
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no more Remorſe, than a Tortſbire Man with 42 | 

good Bridle in his Hand finds in taking a Horſe. 

Tho! 'tis often attended with this Difference, Ne- 

ceſſity and being weary with walking may force 

or induce the one, and he's commonly hang'd for 

his Pains; and tho' you ſteal a Man's whole Eſtate, . 

you get Money for what you do, and eſcape un- 
uniſhed. And yet you cannot but own you de- 

erve the ſeverer Fate of the Two; and I believe 

a great many worthy Members of the Houſe of 

Commons wou'd not be averſe to enact a Statute 

for that Purpoſe. by 
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I ſcarce ever knew an Inſtance of one of you 
devouring one another, excepting at or near Scar- 
borough, where an Attorney had practis'd and done 
ſo many raſcally Tricks, that he cou'd not carry 
Buſineſs on any longer in his own Name; ſo ſear 
for a Brother - Aﬀtftant from London, and ſome 
Time after dying, he left the Eſtate to him in 
» BY Truſt for his Wife and Daughter; which he diſ- 
l charg'd to ſome Purpoſe; for he not only de- 
1 bauch d both the Widow and her Daughter, but 
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þ cheated them out of the Eſtate into the Bargain 
” WH tho' I have often heard the Lawyers complain of 
1 you for engroſſing Commiſſions amongſt your 


5 ſelves; and as they of late begin to gain Ground 
35 of you in thoſe Affairs, as they ought to do, you 
4 often make an Outcry that they incroach upon 
. you, and that tis not properly their Buſineſs. But 


””" I if 'ris not, it properly ſhould be, and with Rea- 
by ſon; for they, as Men of a more liberal Educa- 
1 tion, are leſs liable in Courſe to vile Tricks; and 
vo Commiſſions originally were deſign'd for At- 
2 torneys, but to ſerve as Clerks. Indeed, you ma 


in Time deſtroy one another; but I'm afraid it 9 
ch will be as I have ſeen a Number of Mice or Ver- | 
min 0 


elſe to prey on. 


I had almoſt forgot to tell you, L am e 
u very large Family piece of Painting; and T hope 


but never to let them have ſo muc 
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min in 4 Trap, vir: never till vc Rave nothing 
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am deſigning 


Fowl! be a Subſcriber to the Work, and either ft! 
your ſelf, or procure ſome other of your Brother, 
o ſit, or elſe fit by Turns till 1 have drawn the 


Out- mes, fo that I may finiſh it at more Leiſure 


purpoſe to draw the Sttwitioh of i giod pretty 
Houle belonging to ſome honeſt Family who mf 
be diſtreſs'd-for want of ready Money. In the A. 
venue, T'd draw an Attorney and his Clerk coming 
riding up in order to ſupply them, and the Fami 
Waiting him at the Door with Satisfaction in thei 
Looks, as expecting a Deliverer, and endeavoui- 


Ang to get and welcome him with the beſt Cheer 


4 


they can procure and afford. Another Room hal 
open as a Scene of Conſultation with them, with 


Papers, Deeds, and Cath upon the Table. Then 


Td paint a Grand Secret, which ſhou'd repreſent, 
that after the Attorney had got throughly into all 
their Affairs, he feeds them with little Caſh at a 
Time, ſo as to keep them W the Want; 

let as to ſet them 
above, and enable them to put their Affairs upon 
another Bottom; till at the laſt he ſhall be repre- 
fented by a very curious Device, as 7 got 
into the Eſtate and Houle, and turning the Family 
a ſtarving out of Doors, with a very agrerable 
Sneer in his Countenance,, I cou'd carry it far- 
ther; bur attempting to paint that Piece I muſt 
defer till you or ſome other eminent Brother of 
the Quilt be lying upon your Death-Beds, and I 
be admitted into the Room to draw it at that Time; 
for as the famous Painter who repteſerted any 
22 8 ions. 
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fions, Pains, and Agonies of our bleſſed Saviour, 
when hanging upon the Croſs, cou d never do it 
to the Life, till he perſuaded a Fellow to be tied 
to a Croſs, and when he had got him faſt, aftually 


nail'd him to it, and while he was a vs We : 


all. the different diſmal Diſtortions and Ghaſtli- 
neſs ſuch a cruel Death occaſioned in his Coun- 


tenance z ſo neither cou'd I do it to the Life, ex- 
cept I was admitted as aforeſaid; For then it muſt 
be. a terrible Scene, and very difficult to draw 


the Countenance of a Man, when amidſt the Pains 
attending Diſſolution, together with the Thoughts 


of having oppreſſed and {queezed Mankind by in- 


numerable villainous Contrivances, by ſetting u 


intended Mortgages, for abſolute Conveyances, 


having done Things that bordered very much up- 
on Forgery, having been intruſted to make Wills, 
and having made a Man's ſelf Executor to the 
defrauding of the Widow and Children; which 
I with ſome deceaſed and preſent Practitioners have 


not been, and are in ſome meaſure adjudged to be 


uilty of: I ſay, what a ſhocking Scene muſt that 
e, when all theſe ſtare him in the Face, and. he 
finds the Devil attending him with a much longer 
Bill than ever he made up for all his Clients put 
together: I ſhall upon ſuch an Opportunity do my 
beit ro repreſent it; and if I was ſure I cou'd ger 
back again, I wou'dattend him after he hath quitted 
this Stage, and draw. and bring back with me the 
Scene he then goes 1 might perhaps be 
of great Service to the reſt of your Brethern, if one 
came back from the Dead, for not one Word they 
mind at preſent of what Moſes and the Prophets 
ſaid; tho I'm afraid it wou'd be ſo ſhocking a 
Scene as to frighten any from being an Attor- 
ney hereafter; yet when I conſider, it wou'd 
perhaps occaſion a Reformation in thoſe that 
5 "NS have 


1 
have not altogether loſt all Senſe of a future 
State. 


© 


I cou'd deſcribe and explain to you how much | 
more agreeable the drawing a Scene the Reverſe 
of the laſt mentioned would be to me; but I leave 
you to imagine, if upon your Death-Bed, you 
couꝰd ſupport your Confidence or Hopes of Mer- 
cy with the Thoughts of paving really helped and 
relieved a great many diſtreſſed Families, and of 
having done Juſtice to all your Clients, and having 
performed. a great many good and good-natured 
Actions in your Profeſſion ; and your Friends and 
Acquaintance ſtanding about you lamenting the 
parting with fo uſeful and generous a Man; I dare 
ſay, at that Juncture, if you are not, you'd wiſh 
to be in ſuch a Condition. Beſides, not mention- 
ing the inward Joy and Satisfaction you'd then 
find ariſe from your Practice as aforeſaid, and in- 
ſtead of the Curſes commonly attending the Fu- 
neral of a raſcally Attorney or of a griping old 
Uſurer, you'd be attended to the Grave with the 
Prayers and good Wiſhes to your Family jeft be- 
hind, and the Tears of all your Clients, Friends, 
and Neighbours. To paint ſuch a Scene, would 
be a pleaſant Undertaking, and I hope ſome do, 
or at leaſt will "endeavour to deſerye it. 


SSBB * 


I muſt own I was once told of an Attorney, 
but Rara avis in terris, that in the Proceedings in 
any Cauſe, or before he engaged in it, always con- 
ſulted with his Clients in a friendly Way, as if he 
had been in their Caſe and they in his, told them 
the Charge, and Conſequence of fuch and ſuch | 
Steps betore-hand, and never would go on till they | 
were made. ſenſible of what they were a doing. 
What a Character would ſuch a Man have now- 

: a-days, 
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2-days, and how would he be careſs'd by People 
of aſl Ranks? Tho” 'tis often the Misfortune, where 
a Man docs endeayour to deſerve fuch a Charac- 
ter, he's puſh'd out of the Herd like a blown Deer, 
and ſet upon by all the Fraternity and Pack of 


# Bloodhounds, becauſe he runs counter to the Max- 


uns of their Practice, ſo in Courſe: they blaſt him 
in his honeſt Deſigns, and hinder him of all the 
Buſineſs in their Power, as a Deſtroyer of the 
Diana of the Epheſians. 


So it would certainly be worth Conſideration, 
whether or no Publick Offices ſhould be ſupply'd 
by Practiſing Attorneys, eſpecially as our Ones 
Sheriffs and Town-Clerks. 'Fhe Attorney often 
makes Buſineſs for the Office, and the Office for 


| the Attorney, fo that one Miln naturally brings 


Griſt to the other, as both belonging to the ſame 
Perſon. Our Legiſlature hath, in ſome meaſure, 
guarded againſt it, by enacting, that no Perſon, 
when in theſe Offices, ſhall practiſe as an Attorney 
directly or indirectly. Some have the Aſſurance as 
barefacedly to beak t 


in their own Office who acts as an Attorney, or 
elſe ſome Brother of the Quill whom they con- 
fide in, and conſult about carrying on Buſineſs the 
ſame as if they practis'd 1 So that Cli- 
ents in courſe then flock to 'em, becauſe betwixt 
managing the Office, and practiſing as Attorneys, 
they have it much in their Power to aſſiſt or di- 
ſtreſs a great many Perſons. 


One Inſtance, to paſs by a great many others of 
this Kind, we have had lately in a Town-Clerk 
of an ancient Corporation, not two Stages from 
this Place, who having drawn in an ignorant, tho' 

G 2 honeſt 


he firſt, and the latter is ea- 
ſily evaded. For they commonly have either one 


* 


(49 ) 
honeſt Quaker, to execute a Watrant of Attor- 
""—— „ ey" OOO 
ney, to. confeſs Judgment to his Creditor, under 
4 {pecious Pretence of his Creditor's doing him a 
particular Service, in giving Bail to another Ac- 
tion for him, for which his 


make ſure Work of it, inſtead of doing the friendly 
Action of giving Bai, as proporth, enter up the 
Judgment that very Night, Which he could very 
eaſily do, having (as all others in that Poſt have) 
the proper Book and Records in Poſſeſſion, and 
the next Morning early had an Execution ready. 
But, in the mean time, the honeſt Quaker ſmoak'd 
the Villainy deſign'd that Night, fo went to a wor- 
thy Merchant of that Corporation, and his prin- 
cipal Creditor, and threw himſelf into his Cour- 
rely, by 4 85 him a Warrant of Attorney, which 
that Merchant's Attorney early next Morning car- 
ry'd to the Town-Clerk's Office, in order to en- 
ter it up; when a Servant or Underling in the'Of- 
fce immediately ſnatch'd up the Book in which 
the Judgments are enter'd (which, to be ſure, he 
durſt not have done without previous Orders from 
the Maſter) and very fairly runs into the Streets 
with it; the Attorney had the Preſence of Mind 
to follow him, and tripp'd up his Heels, brought 
him back again, and inſiſted upon his entering up 
the Judgment, and to have out an Execution. The 
Voungſter, upon this, cunningly pretends he had 
no Stamps; upon which the Attorney produc'd 
one. But this all would not do; he ſteps out to 
another Part of the Office, took the Stamp with 
him, and upon his Return, ſaid he had loſt it; this 
being all done to gain Delay, that the other vil- 
lainous Deſign might take Place, and that the ho- 
neſt Quaker might fall a Sacrifice to their Roguery, 
by getting the other Execution firſt fery'd ; But 


by 


| oods were then ſeizd 
on by an Attachment, did very fairly, in order to 
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| 3 
by Management, the Merchant's Attorney 
4. N firſt ſerv'd; and fo, by the Mer- 
chant's'Generoſity, he and his Family were ſav'd 
from the intended Ruin. 
Bur there are every where ſo * Inſtances of 
vile Tricks, that I believe if an Officer was ap- 
pointed to collect em only for one Year, and Cli- 
ents order*d to ſend in their Uſage, particular Caſes, 
and Grievances, they would produce as many Vo- 
lumes as would furniſh a very handſome Library, 
and might perhaps have the ſame Effect as a Me- 
thod once taken to cure a Gentleman of à ſad Ha- 
bit of Swearing: When in Liquor one Night, an 
Amanuenſis was plac'd ſo as to take in ſhort Hand 
his whole Diſcourſe; which, after having been 
tranſcrib'd in large, was ſhewn to him next Morn- 
ing when ſober; upon Peruſal, he immediately con- 
cluded, "whoever was guilty of ſuch Converſation, 
muſt certainly have been a Mad-man, and only fit 
for Bedlam; but finding he was the Perſon point- 
ed at, he immediately reflected what a ſcandalous 
Crime and Cuſtom he had long been guilty of, and 
it wrought an entire Reformation; tho' I'm afraid 
the Collection and Scheme as aforeſaid, would not 
have the ſame Effect upon you Attorneys, yet it 
would certainly open the Eyes of the People, and 
expoſe the Plagues of that Nature we lie under to 
Publick View, and could not fail of procuring fur- 
ther Redreſs, as Inſtances appear'd, and Occaſions 
requir'd. And it may juſtly be ſaid, to the im- 
mortal Memory of his preſent Majeſty, his moſt 
Honourable Council, and the Britiſh Parliament, 
that in no Reign whatever ſo many publick-ſpi- 
rited Laws were moſt judiciouſly enacred for re- 

ulating your Practice, relieving unfortunate 
Pebrons „ and ſnatching the Prey out of your 

a Hands, 
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Hands, 'and endeavouring to bring the Law, its 


Charges, and Proceedings, into the ſafeſt, eaſieſt, 
and moſt commadious Method for the Subject. 
And *tis not doubted but they'll go on till = ; 


have compleated ſo great and good a Work; whic 


cannot be done all at once, but by applying pro- 


per Remedies as Grievances appear. 


But I think it is time to give you a little Ad- 
vice, which I hope and deſire you'll £ 


amiſs; for you ſee I write in a very free Man- 


ner: Always endeavour to hinder the honeſt 


Gentlemen of the Country from dealing with one 
another, or having 12 Conference or Intelligence 
about Money-Affairs but what's manag'd by you 


Attorneys; and fo at laſt it may be hop'd you'll 


ot take 
＋ | 


provoke the Legiſlature to make an Order, that 


if any Client is aggrieved, he may carry his Bill 
to the Quarter-Seſſhons, and the Juſtices of the 
Peace: have Power to moderate, tax, and relieve 
him, and to make it almoſt the Loſs of your Ear i 
if you ſhould charge more for raiſing any Sum 
than the Act directs; or if you charge any Jour- 
neys made without expreſs Orders from your Cli- 


ent; and to be limited and fixed to ſo much a Mile 


for riding Charges. You may chance object, How | 
can the Faſtices tax the Bills, as not knowing the 
Nature of the Fees? To which I anſwer, that I | 


believe they would do it with much more Juſtice 


than the Prothonotaries, who have often an Un- 


derſtanding with you, and are too much and com- 


monly of the Brotherhood; and Tables of all Fees, | 


I hope, are, may, or will be regulated and prin- 
ted for their Government, and for that Purpoſe: 


And perhaps it would not be amiſs to have 2 
Prothonotary appointed in every County, that | 


. 
= 
1 
{4 
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% 


might attend every Quarter - Seſſions upon th 
: Bench, 


let 
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Bench, in Caſe of any Complaint; for having only 
four in the Kingdom, excepting our County- Pa- 


latines, both admits of many more Fees and Im- | 


poſitions, and is not ſo eaſily redrels'd. 0. 


I wilt allow, As long as Perſons that have Mo- 
ney to put out do apply to you Attorneys to 
find 'em Securities, it gives you the greateſt 
Ground- work and Opportunity of playing a great 
many Tricks you are charg'd with; which may 
be in {c.ue meaſure remedy d, as tis in the Power, 
and merits the ſerious Conſideration of thoſe that 
are bleſs'd with plentiful: Fortunes, as well for 
their own Good as thoſe of their Fellow - Creatures, 
ſince they — yang you as well as the Borrower. - Be- 
ſides, tis ofte 


you make as many Journeys as you can contrive, 
before tis compleated, and charge em all to the 
poor Fellow that wants the Money; and in the 
mean time are toſſing over, and lending out for 
Præmiums, in ſmall „ to other People, the 
very Caſh they know nothing to the contrary but 
is lying all the while dead by you. And if they'd 
further conſider the expoſing thoſe that borrow to 
your voracious 'Tempers, leſſens their own Securi- 
ties; for the more you ſqueeze from them, which 
is ſometimes One Hundred Pounds for raifing Ten, 
the leſs able are they either to pay Principal or In- 
tereſt. So I don't doubt but thoſe Perſons, who 
have Money to put out, will undermine this Part of 
your Foundation, by keeping the Money in their 
own Hands,. and by ſuffering thoſe People that 
want to borrow to apply more to themſelves, and 
let you, Gentlemen, have only what's proper for 
drawing the Securities; or if thoſe Perſons, inſtead 
of putting out their Money in the dull Road of 

| Intereſt, 


n half a Year or more before you 
vill find 'em a proper Security; and when found, 


(44. 
Intereſt; would qnly think how many bright Fel- 
laws of every Profeſſon and Buſineſs, that one 


may juſtly affirm might be of Service to the King | 
dom, lie buryd, in a manner, for want qf a little ft 
Money, to let the World ſee what they could do 


ut their Way of Trade or Occupation; and that 


it's more Charity, and more acceptable to God Al- 


mighty to ſet ten Hands to work in an honeſt Em- 


ployment, than to relieve twenty idle Perſons at 
the Door; 1; fay, What a commendable and good 
| Ling 4 it be, either to lend thoſe Perſons if 

ie bury'd, as aforeſaid, inſtead of letting you 
reap the Advantage of their Money, and perhaps 
to devaur thoſe that want in that Way beſides, or 
elſe to encourage ſuch Mien to ſhew their Talents, 
and to have ſufficient Wages in any Publick Ma- 
nufactury, that fuchPeaple of Fortune might every 
where {et up for the general Good of the Nation. 
This is the Way to remove that Grievance gene- 
rally complain'd af, viz. Numbers of idle danger- 
ous Beggars every where ſwarming; it would pre- 
vent our ingenious Fellous Who are willing to work 
from running abroad for Employment, and would | 
force thoſe that are able and not willing to work, 
either to take Pains, or elſe receive the due Re- 
ward of their Idleneſs. The Law hath provided 
for thoſe that are willing and not able; and I don't 


who 


knox-but it would be a means to prevent the fre- 


quent Robberies complained of. Beſides, in every | 
ſuch Publick Trades, Mianufacturies, or Number 
of Workmen, a werkly Deduction out of every 
Man's Earning might be laid up as a Publick Fund] 


for the Reliet᷑ of ar of it's. Members, or Number 
that happen any Accident, or are ſuperanuated: 
'This wou'd pfevent every where the Complaint 
of Poor-Seſs; befides| the Satisfaction to a Man 
it muſt be to think, that through his Endeavour 


and 
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+ a 
and Plenty, next under God Almighty, ſo many 
hundred Families receive their daily Bread, are kept 
from diſorderly Courſes and made ſerviceable to 
the reſt of the World: Beſides if well managed, 
they may receive Ten, Fifteen, nay Twenty per 
Cent. for their Money; and there is another as uſe- 
ful a Way to the Kiowdom,! and might be as ad- 
vantagious to themſelves of lay ing it out, if they'd 
confer the Neceflity of taking particular Care, 
for the Preſervation and Improvement of our Co- 
lonies abroad, as well to prevent the Encroach- 


ment of the French, as for the Good and Wealth 


of Old England; and no doubt but the Grand Coun- 
cil of our Nation will have due Regard for pro- 
moting every Thing that tends to their Proſperity, 
and remedy thoſe Omiſſions and ſcandalous Con- 
ceſſions in the laſt Treaty of Peace with that 
Crown, when we might have made our own Terms 
wherein they (I mean the French) ſo manifeſtly 
over-reach'd us in theſe Points, which did more 


than reimburſe em all the Charge of the laſt War. 


If we could but as chearfully leave our Native 
Ille (as every Man of Senſe would do, when he 
is ſenſible *ris for his own and Nation's Good) as 
the Romans uſed to do, who always gave parti- 
cular Encouragement to their Colonies, and al- 
ways gloricd in tranſmitting their Names down 


to Poſterity, as the Founders and Encouragers of 


ſuch and ſuch Plantations or Sertlements. 


Now if a Fund or Funds were raifed to furniſh 
out with all Neceſſaries a great many Families, or 
even all that were willing and thought proper to go 
abroad; could not the Lands appropriated for their 
Uſe, be made ſubject to ſuch a Mortgage or Charge, 
as the Sum advanc'd for fitting them out, and 2 
carrying on their Improvements of it, with proper 
e . Allows 
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mon Intereſt, and be made as ſecure as any Mort- 


from taking the Caſh our of the Nation, for the 


„ 


Allowances of ſo much per Cent. more than com- 


e here in England? Certainly they might be 
velted in Truſtees, or the Common-Couneil, or 
Governour of ſuch Place or Colony, with Safety and 
Security for ſuch Purpoſes, and the Effects might 
be lodged with them e them with what's 
8 and ſee them juſtly apply d, for, and to 
the deſigned Improvements. - This would be far n. 


Money advanced may be laid out here in every ll 
Thing that's requiſite for fitting them out, and 
carrying on their Improvements, which is taking 


of our own Manufacturies at Home, and keeping | 
the Caſh amongſt us, and thoſe, Neceſſaries whic th 
are more uſeful to them than Money, and which B. 
may be valued at ſuch a Sum, and deemed and 0 
chargeable as a Mortgage upon the Lands allotted la 
them; and they may repay either Principal or In- tri 
tereſt, by the Pr of their Improvements, — 
with Safery and Security by our Merchants Tra- N 
ding that Way; and upon Neglect of Improvement M 
or Payment, the Governour or Truſtees, upon in 
ſuch Complaint, to proceed by due Courſe of Law, to 
to ſeize upon ſuch. Lands as the Property, and for ol 
the Uſe of Perſons concerned in raiſing ſuch Fund * 
or Funds, and to lett and diſpoſe them to others le 
more careful and induſtrious. - 
This wou'd be a happy Method of diſpoſing 

of honeſt indigent Perſons. It would be doing | 
the Nation a particular Service. It would be a c 
geeks Strengthning and Preſervation of thoſe va- 
uable Branches of the Kingdom. It would make 5 
thoſe that are often ſtarving at Home, live in 
7 and as every Man is a Citizen of this 8 
World, he ought to look upon any Place as his , 
7 | A Home þ 


* 
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(6% ) | 
Home where he can live beſt. And, which is a 
very material Point, by this Merhod they'd go 
in a Capacity to improve, and effectually to carry 
forward their Improvements, and by their Num- 
bers, and being People of Induſtry and ſo well 
provided as to laugh at, and reſiſt the Attacks of 
any Enemy that durſt be ſo fool- hardy as to make 
an Attempt upon them, or rather their Friendſhip 
and Alliances would then be courted, for none 
durſt attack them: And they would have a Pro- 
ſpect of raiſing, in a laudable Way, Eſtates to 
themſelves hall Families, that never thought fur- 
ther here than how to get a ſmall Pittance of 
Bread, and Life rubb'd over in any Faſhion. Would 
not laying out their Caſh, in either of the Ways 


W laſt propoſed, be better than ſitting conſulting and 


truſting you Attorneys with their Money ? This 
is really feeding the Hungry, and cloathing the 
Naked; but employing you and following your 
Methods, I can ſcarce forbear ſaying, is pervert- 
ing the Ends Providence deſign'd rhe Uſe of Plenty 
for, and is every where increaſing the Number 
of the Naked, Hungry, and Priſoners, and only 


raiſing your own dear ſelves and Families; tho'T 


leave the World to judge whether or no you do 
not beſt deſerve to be included in the Number 
aforeſaid. e RYE 


As I mentioned fit Perſons to go abroad, I hope 
the Reader will pardon the Digreſſion, if I tay 
ſomething on that Head; I take it to be the In- 
tereſt, as well as Duty of every Subject to%encou- 
rage, ſupport, and wiſh well to all our Plantations 
and Settlements. But I'd ask, with Submiſſion, 
whether or no. the tranſporting our Felons and 
vile Perſons there, be a proper Step or Foundati- 
on, or likely to preſerve, and much leſs to extend 
oo Lhe  . 1 | our 
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a produce as fine Men às any in Europe; but I thinł 
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our Boundaries; or that People of ſuch Principles 
will ever cultivate a good Underſtanding, or even 
oblerve Articles with the neighbouring Nations, 
who if well uſed (as far as I can hear from People 
that, have been abroad) retain a vaſt deal of the 
native Honeſty and primitive Innocency of Man- 
kind? What leſs then can we expect than the fa- 
tal Conſequences that have attended ſeveral of our 
Settlements, from Peopling them with fuch Per- 
ſons. I take every General of an Army ought to be 
very confident of the Fidelity, and cautious -in 
picking out fit.Perſons for rhe Out-Centinels and 
Advanc'd-Guards, becauſe on them and their Dili- 
Pence; Honeſty, and Conduct, often depends the 

ate of the Grand Army: And I cou'd not but 
with Concern, a while ago in the News, obſerve, i 
that it was propoſed that two or three Hundred 
Highlanders ſhould be placed upon the utmoit 
Confines of Georgia, I don't ſay this out of any i 
Diſreſpect to the Highlands, which hath, and does 


the Addreis, Morals, Principles, and Qualificati- 
ons of thoſe fo placed, ought very much to be 
conſider'd; for their Conduct or ill Management 
may endanger the whole Settlement, and the Peace 
and Welfare of it very much depends upon the Be- 
haviour and Management of thoſe that are next to 
People from whom Diſturbance may be appre- 
hended. And as I believe the Indians are capable 
of every thing that is good, and their Nature un- 
corrupted, and a Stranger to a great % er 
reigning in this and other Parts of the World. 
Nov as their untry*d Soil produces Crops over and] 
above, to the Satisfaction of thoſe that ſettle and 
improve it, ſo why might not they, with good 
honeft and induſtrious People ſent amongſt 'em, 
be caſily converted and made ſenſible of 2 mar 
ſonablenci 
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ſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, and to carry the Practice 
of it to a great and happy Pitch? And the Endea- 
vours of thoſe that have and do undertake it, can 
never be too much a or 1 and 
Men of Honour, Senſe, and Addreſs, to be at the 
Head of every ſuch honeſt and induſtrious Body of 
People, as aforeſaid; what Advantages might we 
not expect from ſuch Management? Setting unfit 
Perſons upon the Confines, is ſomewhat like ſet- 
ting a Number of Attorneys to guard and protect 


2 large Eſtate, for the Benefit of the Owner and 
his Poſteriry: 2 


Care to ſend fit and the clevereſt Perſons a- 
broad, and thoſe that wanted Reformation, com- 
monly kept em at home under Diſcipline. Indeed 
it may be objected, what muſt be done with Fe- 


Tranſportation now- a- days are made a Jeſt of; and 
] hear ſeveral other Methods and Puniſhments are 
now before the Miniſtry. Now I take it, as thoſe 
People are commonly deſperate, and, God knows, 
too little regard a future State, and won't liſten 
to the often · repeated Checks and Stings their own 
Conſciences muſt give them, when in that un- 
happy Way of Life, ſo that they do not value 
and dare not think of Death; but I believe a mi- 
ſerable and painful Life would be mueh more ter- 
rible, and deter People ten times more from com- 
mitting Crimes; and the Conſequences of their 
doing Miſchief abroad might be prevented, and 
they might be made ſerviceable at home. 


I would propoſe, after Conviction, inſtead of 
Tranſportation, or ſuffering Death, that they ſhould 
— always 


| It's obſerved, that the Romans always took - 


tons, if not hang'd or tranſported ?. I heartily with - 
ſome other Ways were contriv'd, for Hanging and 
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always live Under-ground, and be oblig'd to work 
in the Coal-Mines ; they might be more effectually 
fſecur'd than in any Priſon; and the Owner em- 
ploying them, and having the Advantage of their 
bour, to be bound in proper Covenants, relat- 
ing them to the Sheriff of the County, their Meat 
might be daily ſent em down, and not above three 
or four to be in one Colliery, or different Pits; 
and if they offer d to mutiny, and would not work, 
or did attempt any Miſchief in the Pit to the Pil- 
lars ſupporting the Roof, or in any other Way, kn 
the Owner to have a Power to chain em there, Af 
and to feed em with the Bread and Water of Af. p“ 
fliction. It may be objected they would not live, Lc 


but that People uſed to Mines know tothe contrary; 
and as I was the firſt that employ'd Horſes Under- 
ground, that never ſaw Day · light for ſeveral Years, 
and yet were fat and healthy, I don't ſee but they 
might thrive and live as well as they, and have 
proper Places to lie in, and be ſecur'd after Work 
s done. Or perhaps it would be more ſhocking 
to a Felon of Spirit to be expos d to the World: 
Suppole ſuch were to be chain'd in the Nature of 
Gally-Slaves, and to work on board the Keels or 
Lighters. Indeed all the Vear they could not live 
there; but why could not they be ſafely impri- 
ſon d during the ſmall Vacation in Winter? or 
put to ſome other Work, during that Time under 
Confinement, in ſeveral Places? For it might be 
dangerous and unſafe to have too great a Number 
together, and then taken out to labour as Gally- 
Slaves in the Seaſon, and never above one to be 
chain'd, and to work aboard one Keel; a Place 
in it might be contriv'd for his Lodging, and a 
Guard kept every Night over the Whole; and on 
Sundays, at the Place the Keels or Lighters are laid 
up, ſuch proper different Chains for Day and Night, 

a n- 
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Contrivances and Orders might be made and ob- 
i WY ferv'd, chat without che Concurrence or Privity of 
| the Guard, or thoſe that work on board the Keel 
. he's chain d to, he could never eſcape. 


And lam apt to think, if licens'd Pawnbrokers 
ir vere ſer up in every Town of Note, they would 
e beof much more Eaſe and Service to the Subjects z 
becauſe then, upon any Emergency, for a ſmall 
Sum, they know what they are a doing; and if 
. rhey do not anſwer at the Time intended, they 
7 know the worſt on't, and need not be under any 
„ Apprehenſions of being ſued or arreſted, or being 
plagu'd and harraſs d continually with threatni 

Letters, and ſometimes run to as much Charge 


„ae Debrinco che Bargain. And it would be a much 
r. cheaper Way; for as People, when they want a 

ſmall Sum, commonly come running to you At- 
” torneys; if a Man wants 207. and you draw a ſhort 
7 Mort which may be done in two or three 
Hours time, he ſeldom gets off under three, or a 
: couple of Guineas at leaſt; or if he wants to bor- 
5 row 107: for a ſmall Time upon Note, he ſeldom 
of gets clear, one Way or other, under half a Guinea 


or more. Such a Propoſal may be laugh'd at, but 
in France they find the Uſe and Benefit of them 


tor there they have em every where, and ſuffici- 


A ent Security is given to the Publick for being an- 
er ſwerable for any Goods lodged or pawn'd with 
be them; and there they go by the Name of Lum- 
er ber-Houſes. Beſides, what a Relief it would be 
v to many a poor Family, that is often a ſtarving 
bo almoſt in the Country when they cannot getWork, 
ce s they cannot ger Work all the Year round: It is 
. wy then carrying ſome {mall Piece of Furnitur 
00 and getting ſomething upon it to live upon cl 
10 Work or the Scaſon comes about, that will ens 


able 
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able them to pay off and-releaſe it again; as I be. 


giſter's Office in every County, was certainly very 


652) 
lieve there is a very ſufficient Time for relieving A 
any thing. lodg'd or -pawn'd with them, by the 


Rules and Laws made for the Government of thek 
Houſes. " 


" 6 2s * 


It is almoſt in vain to think of any Sketch of 
an Act of Parliament to reform you; for a good 
ingenious Man, of your Brotherhood, at Durban 


once bragg' d, in my Hearing, when the Act wan 


in Agitation about turning the Law into Engliſ 
ſays he, Let them make an Act, if they can, that u 
cannot either evade, or make a Penny on. Indeed be 


is right thus far, for tiſe Deſign of having the ar 


Laws and Proceedings in Engiiſh, and having a Re. 


good. The one you have made a Haudle of to 
increaſe and make more Writing in the Caſe, which 


is a good Article to you, and much more ſo u, 


your: Offices, where Copies are taken, out at ole 
much a Sheet. And the other, eſpecially if youll ** 


are a good Diſtance. from the Place where it iA 


kept, you or your Clerk muſt go with the Dec Bll A 
to regiſter. So there will be two or three Days 
Ho. Hi beſides ſome other Articles 1 don't que. 
— but you, or ſome of you; will find out 
to add. | 


2217 any Sketches in this Letter ſhould engage 
ſome abler Pen to draw and model upon, I ſhal 
think my Attempt of Service to the Publick! 


lt muſt be allowed, where Work is to be done, 
ſupernumerary Hands are a Burthen to the Pro- 

rietors, add eat out the Profit. Now ſuppole 
Kale ſome Men of your Profeſſion neceſſary, 
you will certainly grant me, that the Buſineſs o — 
- | any 


S +: w-” 


i 6353) = 


any. County might be manag'd by much fewer 
Hands, than the Numbers that (warm in every 
Court and County; and that where a great many 
Vultures are. gather'd together, they only ſerve 
to divide the Prey. into ſo many more Shares, I 


hinted before relating to a Regiſter-Ofhce, and 
dd Application to the Juſtices, how if ſuch a Num- 
am, ber of proper Lawyers, Solicitors, and Attor- 
wall ncys, as would be thought neceſſary, were to 
be annually choſe to tranſact the Buſineſs of e- 
very particular County or Diſtrict, and every Per- 
1 1.88 ſon to have a good reaſonable Salary allows him 
th and the Election to be made once a Year at the 
Re. Aſſizes by the Juſtices of the County, and to be 
= ap rov'd and fign'd by the Judges; and publick 
eo Offices to be kept, where all might apply that 
ict BY have occaſion for Buſineſs of any Nature belonging 
to your Profeſſion ; and particular Books kept for 
© 6 1cgiſtring all Money and Fees got for Buſineſs done, 
you and the Money lodged in proper Hands; and 
it 8 at every Year's End, the Cath to be ſumm'd up, 
ech 20d whatever Sum remain'd over and above (after 
Jays the Deduction of Salarics) to be apply'd to the 


Publick Good, as the Bench ſhould direct, either 
for erecting W ork-Houles for the Poor, or any 
other Way they ſhould order. | 


A great many neceſſary Particulars are wanted 


gage 
l to be expreſs'd in this Scheme; but it would have 
= theſe good Effects; as the Election would be an- 
nual, you might have your Courſes about; there 
one, would not be fo great Temptations to play vile 
Pro- Tricks; Buſineſs and Suits would be ſooner diſ- 
poſe pach'd, with leſs' Charge, more Safety and Secu- 
ay vit y to all Parties, as being fairly done, and above- 


board; all Securities would be publickly regiſter'd, 
an; and it could not be your Intereſt to prolong Suits 
| 1 and 
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ceſſary Part of the ſpecial Pleadings; but I ma 


it very often happens, from ſome Defect in the 


Actions of Debt and Treſpaſs, as in the Reco- 


( 54) 
and Affairs, or ever to tear a Man to Pieces, that by 
a little Time more in his Conceras would be put 
into a uſeful and floutiſhing Way of Living. [ 
durſt appeal to your ſelf, if you were not an At. 
torney, but in the Capacity of a private Gentle. 
man or Yeoman, whether or no you would wiſh 
a Scheme of this Nature. I conclude, that you 
Attorneys draw out four Shillings in the Pound 
yearly our of the Travelling Caſh in every County, 
Now pray conſider what a Sum, after Deduction 
of Salaries, it would raiſe yearly : I dare almoſt 
affirm, it would pay the National Debts ; beſides, 
it would make you all cautious of your Conduct, 
for fear of being ſet aſide at another Election. And 
I ſubmit it to beiter Judgment, if 'tis not worth 
and deſerving the moſt ſerious Notice and Regard 
of our fegiflature, to encourage and lay aſide all 
your ſham or dilatory Pleas, I had almoft faid ſpe. 
cial Pleadings, but at leaſt, I muſt ſay the unne - 


ſafely add to theſe, your Pleas of Abatement, Writs 
of Error, and Bills in Equity, grounded upon falſe 
Matter; and inſtead of knocking off a Cauſe, 2 


Form, nay ſometimes for one wrong Word, with: 
out ever entering into the Merits: Suppoſe the 
1 5 Iſſue ſhould be pleaded, and ſo go direct. 
y upon the Merits of the Cauſe, as well in al 


very of Lands or Houſes, I believe it would be a 
great Means to have ſpcedier Juſtice done, and 
would fave you a deal of Trouble, and your Cl: 
ents Expence, by laying aſide ſeveral Gentlemen 
that raiſe Eſtates unaccountably by the Practices 
aforeſ11d ; and then, if there is the leaſt Miſtake, 
which may ſometimes (if not very often deſign- 
edly) be overlook'd by the Perſon employ'd, to 
| | give 


„„ 
give Room for Demurrers, Sc. and all your end- 
leſs invented Quirks, Delays, and Pt that 
now by your Prattice clog and hinder the due and 
ſpeedy Execution of our Laws; all which may be 
laid afade, if the general Iſſue was pleaced as afore- 
ſaid, and the ſpecial Matter to be given in Evi- 
dence: as the Act allows; hereby à much more 
ſummary conciſe Way and Method of Juſtice might 
be contrived. Indeed, you may urge againſt it, 
that it will take away a great Part of your Prac- 
tice; bur I hope you'll N more modeſt than to 
deſire it ſnould be allow'd as an Argument to come 
in Competition with any thing that tends to the 
Eaſe, Good, and Welfare of the Kingdom in ge- 
neral. - It would alſo be a Method, if digeſted by 
ſome eminent Men we have in the Nation, as in 
Time would much reform and purge the Law 


from its preſent tedious and expenſive Proceedings. 


And I don't doubt but amongſt the great Men 


who may be juſtly ſaid to adorn our Courts of 


Juſtice, fome may be found that, diſregarding all 
ll Views (it they think a Scheme of this 

ature wou'd be of Service) wou'd ſoon put it 
into a Way uſeful and beneficial to the Kingdom. 
And the Regulation may be made amongſt you all 
in a Couple of Years or leſs. . 


And ſuppoſe the Number of Clerks to be put 


out to Attorneys ſhould be limitted in every Part, 


and their Capacities, Education, and Diſpoſitions 
to be examined before they are allowed to be ad- 
mitted as Clerks. From ach Steps, your Num- 
bers would be hindered from multiplying to more 
than would be neceſſary to ſupply the yearly Elec- 
tions, and Men that would be an Honour to the 
Proſeſſion, might be expected from the Care in 

| 12 chooſing 
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. 
chooſing the moſt hopeful Vouths as Clerks for 
that Purpoſe. | 


I propoſe ſuch an Examination firſt, for it is 
a very unhappy, though common . Miſtake” and 
Neglect, in chooſing Employments for our Chil- 
dren, becauſe the Father often takes a Fancy to 
ſuch a Trade or Profeſſion for his Son, and does 
not throughly conſider rhe Capacity or Inclination 
of the Lad, fo much as he ought. So fine Parts 
| (that would have ſhin'd in another Way of Life) 
are frequently bury'd, and the Youth blam'd for 
what is not properly his Fault. 


As I have mention'd and propos'd the reducing 
the preſent Number of Practitioners, and ſnubbing 
their unneceſſary future Increaſe, I own you may al- 
| ledge, that a great many would be laid aſide and 
ſtarv'd till their Election came; the uſeful, honeſt, 
and deſerving, will not; and for the reſt, I take an 
Attorne nn, ſo qualified as to turn himſelf to any 
Way of Lite. And if he cannot get his Bread 
here, there is Room enough in Georgia and other 
our flouriſhing Colonies. Tho' I remember ſome 
Time ago in the News, the Truſtees or elſe the 
People ſeem to ſcruple your ſetling there as Attor- 
neys: Suppoſe you could not ſettle in that Way, 
what a Body of Gentlemen- like Men might be 
raiſed amongſt you? As you always appear Gentle- 
men- like, and commonly are the beſt mounted in e- 
very County; you are uſed to Slaughter, Plunder, 
and Stratagems, and particularly how to hinder 
Supplies to thoſe you want to deſtroy; you know 
how to march and counter- march the Caſh thro', 
and make it anſwer and puſh ſafely on, in the 
moſt difficult Evolutions and Defiles. No Men 
are cleverer at Schemes, or more capable of tak- 


ing 
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ing Pains to carry your Points. Now the ſame 
Application of Spirits would do againſt an Ene- 
my. I am ſatisfied the King of France, at the 
Head of all his Armies put together, durſt ſcarce 
ſtand a Body of a Hundred Thouſand deſperate 
Attorneys, Bailiffs, Sc. and I believe the Nation 
might very near ſpare that Number. And for 
further Encouragement, I'm ſatisficd if you had 
double Pay allow'd, the Country would gain by 
it, and live in much more Peace and Plenty. And 
if he durſt riſque an Engagement, if I was to 
command and be at the Head of you Gentlemen, 
Fd chearfully carry you on, and order you every 
Soul to engage, and either Death 'or Conqueit 
mould attend you; and if the latter; and I hap- 
pen d to be Muſquet- proof during the Action, 
I don't queſtion but I ſhould have good Diver- 


33 W 
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FI 


d ſion afterwards in admiring the Dexterfty you'd 
t, ſhew in ſtripping, plundering, purſuing, &c. and 
n eſpecially in picking their Pockets, and in find- 
y ing out if any Caſh was concealed in the Bag- 
d gage. 

er | 

le Tho' J muſt own the Complaints that are fa- 
1 ther'd upon you are ſometimes owing to litigious 
r- Clients, who may puſh you on to great Lengths; 
7 tho' you are ready enough to anſwer and preis for- 
)e ward, if there is but a Proſpect of being paid. 
e- Now if theſe People would but conſider, and in- 
e- deed, if every individual Perion and Houſe-Keeper 
, in every County would only think how much a 
er cheaper Way to Juſtice it would be, if upon a- 
w ny Debt or Difference they'd apply to ſome ho- 
* neſt good Men, as there are commonly ſome in 
* every Pariſh, who take Delight in being Peacc- 
en makers, and carry the Debtor along with them to 
K them. If any Way of Payment can be propos'd, 


either 
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1 
either by giving Time, or any other reaſonable 
Method, they'd certainly adviſe to it, ſooner than 
to run to an Attorney to bring a Writ againſt 
him, whoſe Charges (ſetting aſide the Debt) not 
only incapacitates the Defendant from ever paying 
what he owes, but often ruins his whole Family, 
nay often runs the Plantiff to a good deal of Charge 
into the Bargain. And in Cale of any Difference, 
it is certainly better to refer it to ſuch Men as afore- 
ſaid at the hett, rather than to be forced to refer 
it at laſt to a Jury in open Court, whoſe real Opi- 
nions, very often, of the Merits of the Cauſe, is 
there confounded, puzzled, and bambouzzled by 
the Counſel's Maxim, viz. To do the beſt be can 
for his Client, let the Cauſe be right or wrong. And 
this very often happens, after they have gone 
through all the Proceedings in Chancery, and by 
Order thereof, directed to have an Iſſue at Law iſ 
to be try'd by their Neighbours in the Country, 
who always labour under the Difficulties in Court 
as aforeſaid, And after ſuch Verdict, eommonly Þ 
directed to reſort back to the Court of Chancery, 
for them to make ſuch Order and Decree, as they 
think fit upon the ſame Verdict, which is ſeldom, 
or ſcarce ever known to be diſannull'd, or ſer aſide. 
So they may plainly ſee they might have done at 
firſt what (after being drill'd through all the te- 
dious Proceedings of Law and Equity) they are 
forc'd to do at laſt. 1 5 5 a 
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As I mention'd before the Counſel's Way of en- 
deavouring to puzzle and confound a Cauſe, I can 
not omit remarking their Ulage often of Witneſſes 
in Court; and what a Scandal it is to the Law 
that an honeſt poor Witneſs, perhaps a Farmer, 
(who is the molt uſeful Part of Mankind) and 


comes into Court with a Deſign, to ſay _— 
ut 
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(59) 3 
but the Truth, ſhall: be croſs-queſtion'd, threat- 


er, who hath a Tongue to ſay any thing, and a 
cock of — — — to outface the Devil, if it will 


for this ſcandalous Practice, except the Judges of 
Aſſize would upon all Occaſions entirely diſcou- 
rage ſuch Ufage. And if that won't do, I know 
of no other Way, but for the Farmers and Veo- 
men to come into a Combination, and be obliged, 
wherever they meet a Lawyer or Attorney in their 
Grounds, except he's on a Journey, to ask them 
a great many impertinent Queſtions; and if they 
do not readily anſwef, to have ſuch a thing as a 
ſtrong long Goad, ſomewhat like a Quarter-Staff, 
and quicken them with it heartily, by beating them 
out of their Liberties. For, according to'Gay's 
Song in the Beggar's Opera, PEO 


It always was decreed, Sir, * 
When Lawyers Hands is fee d, Sir, 
He fleals your whole Eſtate, 
He ſteals your whole Eſtate. 


So that you may ſee how dangerous it is even 


like, once break the Soil, and they'll dig and 


ings from Juſtice, as that Creature does for its 
Preſervation againſt the Huntſman and his Dogs 
tho' they are not fo eaſily diſpoſſeſs'd, dug, or 


Prey are. And for thoſe of better Rank, that 
happen to be Witneſſes, and are ſo us'd upon 
their Examination, it muſt be left to their own 
Diſcretion (if Men of Spirit) in what Manner 
f do 


en'd, banter'd, and confounded by a pleading Law- 


but carry the Cauſe. I can think of no Remedy 


to let them look over their Grounds, much more 
to let them come into em; for they are, Badger- 


earth themſelves over-head, with as many Wind- 


driven out again, as thoſe Vermin and Beaſts of 
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| ings Ha to let him into, and employ him in the 
mo 


(<0) 
to uſe them, as ſoon as they come upon a Level 
and the Court is over. 18 


One ſhould think, all theſe Practices conſider'd 
(until ſome Way of Redreſs is found out) ſhould 
not make People ſo fond of putting their Sons 
Clerks to Attorneys, of which, in this Part, ſome 
little Time ago, we had an uncommon Inſtance of 
the mgenuous and honeſt Diſpoſition in a young 
Gentleman who was put Clerk, and lik'd the Bu- 
ſineſs very well for two or three, Years, till the 
eldeſt Clerk went off, ſo that his Maſter was then 


| myſterious and ſecret Parts of his Practice. 
Upon which the young Gentleman left him, and 
went home to his Father and Friends, who had 
the Forfeiture of his Indenture to pay; and not- 
withſtanding all Perſuaſions, he declar'd off being 
an Attorney, for he ſaid, He was ſure the Buſineſs 
would damn him: 'I fay, ſuch Steps (inſtead of 
putting them -Clerks, who. very often afterwards | 
are turn'd looſe into the World, with a good 
Front, Pen, Ink, and Paper, to practiſe upon Man- 
kind) ſhould rather induce them to bring them up 
to ſome honeſt Trade, whereby they might be of 
Service to their King, Neighbours, and Courttry; 
for if the frequent, employing you Attorneys was 
but pretty much laid aſide, your Numbers would 
decreaſe in Courſe. Not but ſome ought ſtill to 
be left, if no Regulation is made, as propos'd, be- 
cauſe when People are able to pay their Creditors 
and not willing, and refuſe to make up Differ— 
ences in an amicable Way, when they may, I 
would have ſuch deliver'd over to Satan to 
buffeted, I mean to be turn'd into the Hands of 
vou Gentlemen Attorneys. 


. I beg 


„ * 
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I beg Pardon for the Length of us Letter; 
and conclude with h iſhes, that every 
wiſe Man may ſave himſelf, and that Providence 
may keep every honeſt Man out of your Clutches 
as that you and your Brotherhood that are guilty, 
as Tm afraid moſt of you are, may either reform, 
or go into ſome other Way of Life propos'd, or 
elſe to make Reſtitution to thoſe you have injur'd. 
But, in the laſt Caſe, I'm afraid a great many are 
like Colotiel Charters, of noted Memory, when 
upon his Death-bed, the Prieſt advis'd to make 
Reſtitution. Refitution, Man, quo' he, how can 
Id that, when I can no tell bow to begin, or wha 
to d it to fit. But gae your ways, Parſon, and 
zwhen I have occafion ag u, I'll ſend for ye. So, Sir, 
when you have further occaſion to be painted, or 
for any more Strokes and Touches of my Pencil, 


you may ſend for your old Friend, 


Read Hodſhon. 
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APPENDIX. 


of you, will ridicule this Piece, be- 
cauſe it does certainly expoſe your 
Tricks; and J hope it will (as it is 


0 the People, and let them ſee what 
daily and growing Plagues they labour under. As 
for the honeſt ones, as I hope there are ſome that 
wiſh well to their Neighbours and Country, they 
never will endeavour to ſtifle the Deſign of it; 
but endeavour to reform the Abuſes complained 
of. And to thoſe that do ſneer, and never da in- 
tend to reform, I ſhall reply, as a Gentleman did 
once in the Houſe of Commons, who in his Speech 
that nearly concern'd the Detence of our Liber- 
ties and Properties, us'd many Quotations out of 
the Roman Hiſtory ; but finding himſelf undeler- 
vedly hiſs'd at by the oppoſite Party, Mr. Speaker, 
ſays he, I own 1 have quoted ſeveral Paſſages out of 
the Roman Hiſtory; but one I forgot very material, 
that is, the Geeſe hiſs'd when the Capital was in Dans 


g?r. And if that will not do, I know no othet 


Method 


Know a great many, if not moſt 


| the Intent of it) open the Eyes of 
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iſlature hath already guarded againſt, by ordering, 
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Method but to mount thoſe Gentlemen upon all 
the uſeleſs gallopping Horſes in the Nation, and 
tranſport both Horſe and Men into the Foreſts of 
Siberia, and there let them practiſe and He: Hi: 
among thcir Kindred Wolfs and Bears. 


There are ſome Remarks had like to have 
eſcap'd my Obſervation: I mention'd in the 
Book Priſoners that were any Way incapacitated 
from taking the Benefit of the Act of Inſolvency. 
The Intention of the Act is certainly very good; 


but, in my humble Opinion, it might be made 


of much more Service both to the Debtor and 
Creditor, and may be ſo enacted as to give a 
very great Shock to your Practice; for the pro- 
ſecuting Debtors. on the one hand, and skreen- 
ing — * from paying their juſt Debts on 
the other, is a great Part of your Buſineſs. A 
Debtor at preſent, by the Act, is not entitled to 
the Benefit of it till he is run to Execution; ſo 
that a Creditor that will not come to any reaſon- 
able Terms, but takes Delight in the Miſery of the 
Perſon that owes him, often ſtops Proceedings, 
an] will not run him to Execution, that he may 
have the Satisfaction (as I have heard ſome Per- 
ſons term it) of tormenting and ſeeing a Man ſtarve 
in Priſon. Tis hard a Debtor cannot ſpeedily be 
reliev'd in that Caſe, without a tedious Proceed- 
ing and Charge into' the Bargain, of forcing a 
Creditor to run him to Execution, that he may 
be entitled to the intended Benefit. On the other 
hand, ſeveral Debrors, formerly under Execution, 
never thought of taking it till they had ſpent their 
whole Subltance in Priſon, and then 3 


is depriv'd and Cheated of any Satisfaction, and 


muſt loſe his Debt: That was a Grievance our Le- 


that 
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that if a Debtor did not apply for Relief before 
the End of next Term after being run to Execu- 
tion, he ſhould have no Benefit. then *tis at- 
tended with ſuch Charge and Application to you 
"Gentlemen, and even with Ignorance very often 
in the Debtor, who perhaps may not know the 
Method, or elſe may want a Friend to aſſiſt him; 
ſo that, notwithſtanding he's never ſo willing to 
releaſe himſelf, and do Juſtice to his Creditors, 
he's often diſappointed both of the Benefit of his 
honeſt Deſigns, by elapſing the Time. So I hum- 
bly ſubmit it to Conſideration, how much hap- 
ier and cafier it would be, if by the ſhorteſt and 
fea expenſive Proceeding, a Debtor, 1 a Law, 
might be made capable of delivering up all his Sub- 
ſtance, and ſo he ſhould be forthwith releaſed our 
of his miſerable Confinement z and the ſevereſt Pe- 
nalties to be inflicted, upon a Diſcovery of a Con- 
cealment, fraudulent Conveyance, or 8 
made by any Debtor, of his or any Part of his Ef- 
fects. And in order that a Creditor ſhould not loſe 
his Debt by the Debtors ſpending their All in Pri- 
ſon, and then taking the Advantage of the Act, it 
may be order'd, that no Debtor ſhall be entitled 
to it that does not deliver up his Effects within 
ſuch a Time after Confinement. Such a Law 
would be a great and ſpeedy Relief to all unhappy 
Debtars, and a Safe-guard to the Creditors; be- 
ſides the Satisfaction it would be to all Chriſtians, 
to ſee any or 'the greateſt Part of your Practice laid 
aſide, and moſt of the Bailiffs biting their Nails 
for want of Buſineſs z which this Method would 
certainly contribute to, if digeſted by, and ta- 
ken into the Conſideration of our Legiſlature. 
And if a Debtor, inſtead of going through, or 
even wes ns your and theBailiff 's Hands, was to 
make a publick Reſignation of his All at the Quar- 
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as *tis their Iatereſt never to ſee Tranquility re- 
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- ter-Scfſions, it would be much better for the Cre. Nee 
ditor; for all Charges of Attorneys, Bailiffs, Gr. Wu 
are now deducted firſt out of the Debtor's Suh. 
ſtance, and ſo the Creditor only comes in for the 
Remainder. ö | lon 


And if any of our Patriots ſhould take Pains to 
remove the Evils, or any of em, herein ſet forth 
and complain'd of, by ſhortening the preſent tedi- 
ous and expenſive Proceedings in our Laws, by 
, ——— the Ground - work of your preſent 
Power, and regulating your Practice, either by 
any Sketches herein propos'd, or by any other 
wiſh'd-for Methods, or ſhould: ever bring Order 
and Safety out of the conſus'd, perplex d, and dan- 
gerous State, your vile Tricks have brought thoſe into 
that have Recourſe to our Laws, and to the intend: 
ed Protection and Juſtice we ought to have from 
em; ſuch a Man's Name would, in a lower Sphere 
of Action, be recorded to Poſterity (if *tis lawful | 
to make the Compariſon) as his preſent Majeſty's 
will be, in the higheſt, as long as the Annals of 
the World laſt. . For the Incendiaries of Europe, 
whoſe Iatereſt it was, like a Parcel of Lawyer 
and Attorneys, to cauſe Diſputes, War, Confu- 
non, and Ruin, that they might ſhare the Plun- 
der of all Parties, and had near embroil'd us all, 


tor'd; which, as 'tis like to be univerſal, what 
Love, Gratitude, Affection, and Loyalty, ought 
it to raiſe in every true Exgliſhman's Breaſt, when 
he's ſenſible tis now.owing, next under God, to 
his Majeſty's Steadineſs, Wiſdom, Moderation, 
and intrepid Firmneſs, in withſtanding all Attacks 
of wreiting the Balance of Europe out of his Hands; 
and when he reflects what Poſterity mult hereafter 
think of the pfteſent Adminiſtration, of 2 2 
555 dence 


67 
lence and Conduct, that, amidſt the Calms and 
Advantages of Peace, thoſe at the Helm could 


Tree cer the different contending jarring Powers of 
G. rope, and fo equally poiſe their ſeveral Preten- 
ub. ions, that they and all the World muſt admire 
the nd confeſs his Majeſty's ſuperior Genius and Wiſ- 


om. Such a Glo RIOUS CRIS Is muſt ſhine 
1 Hiſtory to the End of Time. 
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The Dying Speech of Wreathocke be 
Attorney, intended to have been ſpoken 
on the Day of his Execution; with 

ſome Additions, upon his Sentence be- 
ing chang'd to Baniſhment for Life. 


"GENTLEMEN, 
WS I have a long Journey to take, and 
>, my Friend Jack Katch tells me it is 
Time: to be jogging, I ſhall make what I 
haue to ſay as ſhort as poſſible. I own 
this ignominious Death is a juſt Puniſh- 
ment from Almighty God for my great 
| and enormous Sins, and eſpecially for 
thoſe I have been guilty of in my Way of Practice as 
an Attorney. And if there are any Brothers of the 
Quill. that hear me among ſt the Crowd, 1 deſire they 
. would recommend me to the reſt of my Brethren, and 
tell em that I hope my Puniſhment (tho moſt of em 
deſerve the ſame) may be an Example to em never to 
change their Method of doing Buſineſs, which if I had 
but luckily obſerv'd, I need not to have come to this 
ſhameful End, and upon the Day of my Trial, might 
bade been try'd for my Life in a much more . 
| L | able 


DL |. 
bie Way with a Lady of Five Thouſand Pounds For- 
tune, if I bad not alter d my Way of Practice; for, 
as an Attorney, I bad raisd, by plundering, ebeating, 


„ ch img Suits, raum up Fees, 
anti other uſual vitlainons Nan, 4 very handſome 
Fortane. Now if I bad but tuckily gone on in my ol 
Rbad, the Law, and the modern Practice of the whole 
Fraternity, would hape skreen d me, and 1 ſbould have 
eſcap'd along with the Crowd. But, alas! I would 
rake to another Method of Robbing, ſo took to the Highs 
way, like a Gentleman, and miſt now take a Leap in 
the dark for my Pains. Aud, what grirves me moſt, 
Hall be at a Loſs how to aufer the Old Gentle- 
man for altering my Way of doing Buſineſs, when, 
as be will certainiy upbrai me with that he had pro- 
vided and allow'd us ſo many different effeftual and 
ſecure Means of doing it, without running the Hazard 
of this curs'd fatal Tree, tho* a. Man never ſo juſtly 
de/ervy'd it; and bell certainly ſet the reſt of my Bre. 
thren io hoop and hollow me through H I, for con- 
triving no Hay either to evade or take off this ug 
Sentekce. As T1 bave not Leiſure-time upon my Hands 
to make an Excule, I defire the reſt of en, if they 
have any Regard for a poor departing Brother, #6 con- 
trive a very plauſible one, and ſome of em ſpeedily 10 
follow me with it; which that all the villainous and 
vile anes may fhortly do, or elſe reform, Providence I 
hope will grant for the Benefit of theſe Kingdoms: And 
if I was not under ſuch a very great Concern at my 
approuching Diſſolution, I could acquaint” you with ſe- 
veral hig that I foreſce, and am afſur'd will Cer 
long attend the Practice and Buſineſs of an Attorney. 
For we hae ſo perpiex'd the Law, and perverted all 
its gaod Inutentiuns; we have introduced ſuch Intricacy 
and Experce in its Proceedings, and fo far conſulted 
the enrichire only of our ſelves, and the Deſtruction 
of our Clients, that Juſtice and our Legiſlature 7. 
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zon exert themſelves, by taking us, our Practice, and 
the dire fatal Conſequentes to the refi of Mankind, at- 
tending it, into their Conſideration. So that you'll fee - 
the Name of an Attorney in the May and Method 
jon are now in (without ſome wiſh'd-for Regulation) 
vill ſoon be leſs reputable than that of a Highway- 
man; for they often are fori'd to rob out of Neceſſity, 
but generally do it in a Gentleman-like Way, all fair 
and above-board ; while we too often plunder under a 
Shew of Friendſhip, and where we have not the leaf 
occaſion for it; and if I have in any meaſure contri- 
buted to your Diſgrace (as I am a dying Man) I beg 
you'll forgive me. Aud as our Patriots will certainly 
reform your vile Practices, which then you know will 
ſcarcely make the Buſineſs worth following; and as 
People's Eyes are beginning to be open'd, ſo as a gene- 
ral Murmur runs among Perſons of all Ranks againſt 
#5, let me adviſe you all to quit in Time, and go into 
ſome other Way of Life that may be uſeful to the Na- 
tion. Tho" I think Pm rather too uncharitable, to con- 
demn the whole Fraternity, for ſome few good there 
certainly muſs be, tho Pm afraid their Number is very 
ſmall. Ni I defire the Prayers of thoſe, for Petitions 
to God Almighty from a eaod down-right honeſt At- 
torney being ſo very rare, Im in great Hapes they 
may in ſome meaſure be effettual towards allcyiating 
my Puniſhment. I aſſure you it is with very great 
Regret I bid you all Farewell. But Time ſpends: $o 
Hangman do your Office. | 


GENTLEMEN, | 
F* is now with a vaſt deal of Pleaſure that I can 
tell you that I ſend you my intended Dying Speech, 
inſtead of making uſe of it, for I ſhould hade matle a 
very poor Figure at the Gallows ; becauſe then a Alan 
commonly ſpeaks Truth, and with a quite different Air, 
from what he aſſumes when Arguing and Lying in 
| TIE Court, 
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Court. YE as. "hi Majeſty, out of his great aud 
. wonted Compaſſion and Goodneſs, bath been dae to 


al enteng of Death to Baniſhment for Life, 
wed to ſpend it as I ought to do, 75 repentig 


of my pal C1 imes, and in . making ſome Reparation, 


I rende, a Pa Remainder. of my Days uſeful and bes 
_ neficial #0 


an kind, tho in ſo never a remote Part 
of the World. And in the Alteration of my Sentence, 


a very good Methgd is pointed out to diſpoſe of you all; 


and which I beattily* wiſh may be. ſpeedily taken... $g 
once, more adieu, till, on the other Side 0'th" Water, { 


can bid 2087 — 4 W at ee 
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